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Sci ence and technol ogy for devel opnent

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirm ng the continuing validity of the Vienna Programme of Action on
Sci ence and Technol ogy for Devel opnent,! adopted in 1979, its resolution 50/101
of 20 Decenber 1995, and all other relevant United Nations resolutions and
decisions, as well as the outcomes of United Nations major conferences
concerni ng sci ence and technol ogy for devel opment,

Taki ng note of the outcone of the Meeting of Experts on Science and
Technol ogy of the Non-Aligned Countries held in Cartagena, Colonbia, in
March 1997, in the field of biological diversity,

Recogni zi ng the inportance for devel oping countries of having access to
sci ence and technol ogy so as to enhance their productivity and competitiveness
in the world market,

Stressing the need to pronote, facilitate and finance access to and
transfer of environnentally sound technol ogi es and the correspondi ng know how to
t he devel opi ng countries, on favourable terns, including on concessional and

* On behalf of the States Menbers of the United Nations that are nembers of
the G oup of 77 and China.

! Report of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technol ogy for
Devel opnent, Vienna, 20-31 August 1979 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.79.1.21 and corrigenda), chap. VII
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preferential terms, and stressing also that the transfer of technol ogy woul d
contribute to nmeeting the devel oping countries' obligations agreed to at the
United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent and in the rel evant
i nternational conventions,

Expressing concern over the further nmarginalization of devel oping countries
in the process of globalization which has resulted in increased benefits from
advances in science and technol ogy and stressing the need for Governnents and
i nternational devel opnent institutions to facilitate the transfer of privately
owned technol ogi es on concessional ternms to devel oping countri es,

Noting the initiative by the Director-CGeneral of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to convene, in 1999, a world
sci ence conference,

Recogni zi ng that information technol ogies are inportant requisites for
pl anni ng, devel oprment and deci si on-making in science and technol ogy, and
recogni zing also their far-reaching inplications for society,

Reaffirm ng that the United Nations should play a central role in, and give
the highest priority to, cooperation in science and technol ogy, and in the
enhancenent of support and assistance to devel oping countries in their efforts
to achi eve sustai nabl e devel opnent, and enphasi zing the need to strengthen the
United Nations organizations with a mandate in the field of science and
technol ogy, including the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent,

Noti ng the work being undertaken by the Conm ssion on Science and
Technol ogy for Devel opnent on its work programme for nmenber States, especially
t he devel opi ng countries, and reaffirmng its unique role as a global forumfor
t he exam nation of science and technol ogy questions, for the inprovement of the
under st andi ng of science and technol ogy policies and for the formul ati on of
recomendat i ons and gui delines on science and technol ogy matters within the
United Nations system all in relation to devel opnent,

Expressing its profound concern over the continued i nadequacy of resources
for fostering science and technol ogy for devel opnent, and the lack of politica
will on the part of the devel oped countries in fulfilling their commtments in
this respect,

Recogni zi ng the need for CGovernnents, and regi onal and international bodies
to take nmeasures to ensure wonen better access to and participation within
scientific and technol ogi cal areas, especially where they are not represented or
are under-represent ed,

Taki ng note of the report of the Secretary-General on macroeconom c policy
questions: science and technol ogy for devel opnent, 2

1. Endor ses Economic and Soci al Council decision 1997/306 of
25 July 1997, adopted at its substantive session of 1997 on the basis of the

2 A 52/ 320.
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report of the Comm ssion on Science and Technol ogy for Devel opment on its third
session; ®

2. Al so endorses the ongoing work of the Centre for Science and
Technol ogy for Devel opnent, with the support of the secretariat of the United
Nat i ons Conference on Trade and Devel opnent, enphasizes the inportance of the
activities that are to be pursued within the framework of the Comm ssion,

i ncluding a broad spectrum of new gl obal challenges in science and technol ogy,
and encourages donors to support these undertakings; and, in this regard,
encour ages the Conm ssion to expand, to the extent possible, the scope of its
del i berations on the thenme "Sci ence and technol ogy partnerships and networ ki ng
for national capacity-building” for the inter-sessional period 1997-1999;

3. Reaffirms that capacity-building in science and technology in
devel opi ng countries should constitute a priority issue in the United Nations
agenda, and urges that international cooperation efforts be intensified and
st rengt hened towards devel opi ng countries' endogenous capacity-building in
sci ence and technol ogy, including their capacity to utilize scientific and
t echnol ogi cal devel oprments from abroad as well as to nodify and adapt themto
suit local conditions, with the recommendation that the United Nations should
play in future an ever-increasing role in these processes and the devel oprment of
a new generation of environmentally sound technol ogi es;

4. Stresses the urgent need to strengthen the vital role of the United
Nations in the field of science and technology as a cross-cutting concern within
the work of the United Nations, particularly through effective policy guidance
and better coordination, including international cooperation in technol ogy
assessnment, nonitoring and forecasting, and calls upon the organizations, funds
and programres of the United Nations to work in a coordi nated manner to devel op
a catal ogue of proved technol ogies to enable effective choice, by devel opi ng
countries, of state-of-the-art technol ogies;

5. Calls upon the international community, particularly devel oped
countries and international organizations, to fulfil all their conmtnents as
affirmed in chapter 34 of Agenda 21,* as well as in the outcome of the
ni net eent h speci al session of the General Assenbly;

6. Expresses the need for the provision of financial resources on a
conti nuous and assured basis to the devel oping countries as regards their
acquiring technol ogy for devel opment including environnentally sound
technol ogi es, in accordance with the provisions of Agenda 21, the outcome of the

3 Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1997, Suppl enent
No. 11 (E/ 1997/31).

4 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent,
Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992, vol. |, Resolutions Adopted by the Conference
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 93.1.8 and corrigendum, resolution 1,
annex ||
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ni net eent h speci al session of the General Assenbly, and an agenda for
devel opnent® as well as other relevant United Nations instrunents;

7. Enphasi zes that the barriers to and restrictions on the transfer of
technol ogy to devel opi ng countries, including new technol ogy regi mes established
unilaterally and/or plurilaterally, should be identified and renoved while
creating incentives, fiscal and otherw se, for the transfer of such
technol ogi es; expresses its concern over the fact that the devel oping countries
are increasingly facing obstacles in respect of accessing new technologies, with
export restrictions being put in place on various pretexts; and enphasi zes that
intell ectual property rights regimes should not increase the cost of technol ogy
transfer to devel opi ng countries;

8. Recogni zes the inportance of cooperation anong devel oping countries in
the field of science and technol ogy, building on their conplenentarities, and
that the need to further advance such cooperation, through the establishnent
and/ or strengthening of national technology and information centres in
devel opi ng countries and their networking on regional, subregional
i nterregional and gl obal levels to pronote technol ogy research, devel opnent and
di ssem nati on anong thensel ves, further calls for cooperation between
universities and research institutions, and urges the international comunity to
support such initiatives through financial and technical assistance;

9. Reiterates the affirmation of the General Assenbly, as put forth in
par agraph 93 of the annex to its resolution S/ 19-2 of 28 June 1997, that the
creation of centres for the transfer of technol ogy at various |levels could
greatly contribute to achieving the objective of transfer of environnentally
sound technol ogi es to devel oping countries, and that, for this purpose,
cooperati on between existing United Nations bodi es and nmechani sms with a nmandate
inthis field, including technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries,
econom ¢ cooperation anmong devel opi ng countries, the Centre for Science and
Technol ogy for Devel opnent, the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Devel opnent, the United Nations Industrial Devel opnent Organization, the United
Nati ons Environnent Programme, and the regi onal conm ssions, should be pronpted;

10. Wl cones Econom c and Social Council decision 1997/306 of 25 July 1997
i n which the Council approved the provisional agenda for the fourth session of
the Centre for Science and Technol ogy for Devel opnent, one of whose itenms is
entitled "Conmmon vision on the future of science and technol ogy for devel opnent
on the occasion of the twentieth anniversary (in 1999) of the United Nations
Conf erence on Sci ence and Technol ogy for Devel oprment™;

11. Stresses the inportant role that the United Nations Fund for Science
and Technol ogy for Devel opnment should play in enhanci ng endogenous capacity-
buil ding in science and technol ogy in devel oping countries, and al so stresses
that additional nmeasures by the United Nations for purposes of enhancing the
ability of the devel oping countries to address their pressing needs in this
sector are a necessity;

5 See document A/AC. 250/1 (Parts I, Il and Ill), annex.
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12. Invites the relevant bodies of the United Nations systemto assess
their capability to provide assistance and pronote cooperation in the area of
i nformati on and conmmuni cati on technol ogi es, and to suggest areas in which they
are best able to assist developing countries in the design and inpl enentation of
nati onal strategies on such technol ogi es;

13. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to submt to the General Assenbly at
its fifty-fourth session a report on the progress nade in the inplenmentation of
t he present resol ution.



