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| npl enentati on of Agenda 21 and the outcone of the
ni neteenth special session of the General Assenbly,
on _environnment and devel opnent

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 51/181 of 16 Decenber 1996, in which it decided to
convene a special session from23 to 27 June 1997, at the hi ghest possible
| evel, for the purpose of an overall review and appraisal of the inplenmentation
of Agenda 21,

Recalling that the special session was undertaken on the basis of and with
full respect for the Rio Declaration on Environnent and Devel opnent,?

Reaffirm ng that Agenda 21% remai ns the fundanental programme of action for
achi evi ng sust ai nabl e devel opment and that the programme for the Further

* On behalf of the States Menbers of the United Nations that are nembers of
the G oup of 77 and China.

! Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent,
Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992, vol. |, Resolutions Adopted by the Conference,
resolution 1, annex |I.

2 1bid., annex I1I.
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I npl enent ati on of Agenda 21, adopted at its nineteenth special session,3 wll
enhance the full inplenentation of the outcome of the United Nations Conference
on Environnment and Devel opnent,

Recogni zi ng that the nineteenth special session was the first high-1leve
gl obal neeting devoted to the conprehensive review of the United Nations
Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnent held on United Nations prem ses, and
that the experience gained during the preparations will need to be carefully
exam ned and taken into account in the preparations for forthcom ng specia
sessions of the Assenbly that will carry out reviews of progress achieved in the
i npl enentati on of the outcomes of other recent global conferences such as the
A obal Conference on the Sustainabl e Devel opnent of Small 1sland Devel opi ng
St at es,

Noting with concern that the assessment and revi ew nmade by the Assenbly at
its nineteenth special session concluded that although sone progress had been
made, the overall trends with respect to the gl obal environment had not
i mpr oved

Convi nced that the means of inplenentation identified in chapters 33 and 34
of Agenda 21, in particular the provision of adequate and predictable financi al
resources and the transfer of environmentally sound technol ogi es to devel opi ng
countries, require stronger conmitments and concrete action so as to enhance the
full inplementation of the Programme for the Further |nplenentation of
Agenda 21, adopted at its nineteenth special session

Recal | i ng that unsustainable patterns of production and consunption
particularly in the industrialized countries, are identified in Agenda 21 as the
maj or cause of the continued deterioration of the gl obal environment,

Noting that the next review of the inplenmentation of Agenda 21 is schedul ed
to be carried out in the year 2002,

Reaffirmng its resolution S 19/2 of 28 June 1997, the annex to which
contains the Programme for the Further Inplenentation of Agenda 21

1. Notes that the nineteenth special session took place in New York from
23 to 28 June 1997 and expresses its appreciation for the high-Ievel of
attendance by heads of State and governnent and ot her heads of del egation at
t hat session;

2. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the outconme of
the nineteenth special session of the General Assenbly;*

3. Recogni zes that the Progranmme for the Further |nplenmentation of
Agenda 21,32 includes a statement of commitnent to Agenda 21 and to the goals of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent; an assessnment of progress nade since the United Nations

3 Resolution S-19/2, annex.

4 A 52/ 280.
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Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnment in all nmain areas of Agenda 21 and

ot her outcomes of the Conference; a broad range of decisions and recommendati ons
aimed at fostering progress in various sectoral and cross-sectoral areas of
Agenda 21 and, in particular in its means of inplenentation; decisions ainmed at
strengt heni ng gl obal and regional institutional arrangenents for achieving
sust ai nabl e devel opnment; and recomendati ons on the future nethods of work of

t he Conm ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opment and the progranmme of work of the

Commi ssion for the period 1998-2002;

4. Recogni zes also that a nmutually supportive bal ance between the
i nternational and the national environnment is needed in the pursuit of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent and that the gap between devel oped and devel opi ng
countries points to the continued need for a dynam c and enabling internationa
econom ¢ envi ronment supportive of international cooperation, particularly in
the fields of finance, technology transfer, debt and trade, if the nomentum for
gl obal progress towards sustainabl e devel opnent is to be maintai ned and
i ncreased,

5. Wel cones the establishment of the Intergovernnental Forum on Forests,
under the aegis of the Conmm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel oprent ;

6. Calls upon all Governnents, the relevant United Nations actors, the
i nternational community, including non-governnental organizations, to inplenent
the programe of action adopted by the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests;?®

7. Invites the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent to consider
establ i shing funding nodalities to enabl e devel oping countries that are not
menbers of the Comm ssion to participate in the work of the Intergovernnental
Forum on Forests and urges CGovernnments to contribute to the Trust Fund for that
pur pose;

8. Wl cones the dial ogue to be conducted under the aegis of the
Conmmi ssi on of Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, beginning at its sixth session, ained at
bui | di ng consensus on the necessary actions for the inplenmentation of al
aspects of the sustainable use of fresh water for social and econom c purposes;

9. Stresses the urgent need to replenish the G obal Environment Facility
to enable it to fulfil its objectives effectively in accordance with its
mandat e;

10. Wl comes the work of the Conmi ssion on Sustainable Devel opnent in
preparation for the special session and invites the Conmm ssion to continue its
supportive role as agreed, in collaboration with international institutions, in
carrying out its nmulti-year work progranme;

11. Recogni zes the inportant contributions that were made during the
preparatory process and at the special session itself by major groups, including
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, and stresses the need for their continued

5 See E/CN. 17/1997/12.
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i nvol venent in the followup to the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Devel opnent ;

12. lnvites Governnents to assist devel oping countries, particularly the
| east devel oped countries, to participate in the foll ow up neetings envi saged
for the next five years, and to make tinmely contributions to the Trust Fund to
support the work of the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent ;

13. Wl conmes the valuable contributions made by the task nmanagers of the
various chapters of Agenda 21 and the conferences of the parties to the
conventions related to the United Nati ons Conference on Environnment and
Devel opnent ;

14. Wl conmes also the action taken by the Secretary-General in
strengthening the systemw de intersectoral cooperation and coordination for the
further inplenmentation of Agenda 21, and for the pronotion of coordinated
followup to the major international conferences in the area of sustainable
devel opnent, as outlined in his report entitled "Renewing the United Nations: A
Programe for Reforni;?®

15. Wl conmes further the action taken by the Secretary-General to
strengthen the functions of the Division for Sustainabl e Devel opnent to support
action at all levels to inplenment Agenda 21 and to ensure greater coherence in
the Secretariat's work in the area of sustainabl e devel opnent in general,
including, in particular, stronger support for regional and national activities;

16. Stresses that the full inplementation of Agenda 21, and that to
achi eve advance results by the next review of the inplenmentation of Agenda 21 in
the year 2002, will continue to require the concerted efforts of al
Governnents, taking into account the priority areas adopted by the Assenbly at
its nineteenth special session, and calls upon the devel oped countries to fulfi
their commtments with respect to financial resources and technol ogy transfer

17. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third
session, under the itementitled "Environment and sustai nabl e devel opnent”, a
sub-itementitled "Inplenentation of Agenda 21 and the outcome of the nineteenth
speci al session of the General Assenbly, on environnent and devel opnent”, and
requests the Secretary-Ceneral to submt to the Assenbly at that session a
report on the inplementation of the present resolution

5 A/ 51/ 950.



