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United Republic of Tanzania*: draft resolution

I nplenentation of the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 47/ 188 of 22 Decenmber 1992, 48/191 of
21 Decenber 1993, 49/234 of 23 Decenber 1994, 50/112 of 20 Decenber 1995, 51/180
of 16 Decenber 1996 and 51/238 of 17 June 1997,

Noting with satisfaction that a | arge nunber of States have ratified the
United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification in Those Countries
Experienci ng Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa, and
calling upon other States to take appropriate action to that end,

Noting that, in accordance with paragraphs 4 and 5 of its resolution
51/180, the first session of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention was
convened from 29 Septenber to 10 Cctober 1997 in Rone and that it was attended
by one hundred and two parties and by a | arge nunber of observers for
Governments and i ntergovernnmental and non-governnental organizations,

Expressing its deep appreciation to the Governnent of Italy for the
generous manner in which it hosted the first session of the Conference of the

* On behalf of the States Menbers of the United Nations that are nembers of
the Goup of 77 and China.

97-31615 (E) 131197 /...



A C. 2/52/L. 22
Engl i sh
Page 2

Parties and the to Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations for
the facilities it provided,

Wel coming the selection by the Conference of the Parties of the
International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent to house the d obal Mechani sm of
t he Convention, and stressing that, as the | ead organization, the Fund should
cooperate fully with the United Nations Devel opnent Programre and the Wirld
Bank,

Wl coming also as an inportant element in the successful functioning of the
A obal Mechani sm the agreenent of the International Fund for Agricultura
Devel opnent, the United Nations Devel opnent Progranme and the World Bank on
col l aborative institutional arrangenents for the gl obal nmechanism!?

Recogni zing the contribution to the Convention process of the interim
secretariat of the Convention, within the framework of the forner Departnent for
Pol i cy Coordi nati on and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnment of the Secretariat, as well as
t he support provided to the interimsecretariat by the Wrld Meteorol ogi ca
Organi zation, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the
International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent, the United Nations Environnent
Programme, the United Nations Devel opment Programme and ot her rel evant
speci al i zed agenci es, funds, programes and bodi es of the United Nations system
t he European Commi ssion and all other bilateral and multilateral contributors,

i ncl udi ng non-governnental organizations,

Recogni zing al so the support provided during the interimphase of the
Convention to the | aunching of national, subregional and regional action
programe processes in response to the resolution on urgent action for Africa,
as well as the support provided to the interimactivities in other regions
carried out by Governments, regional econom c integration organizations,

i ntergovernment al organi zati ons and non-governnental organizations, as well as
by specialized agencies, funds and programes of the United Nations system

Taki ng note of the Secretary-Ceneral's offer to provide admnistrative and
support arrangements in the framework of an institutional |inkage for the
Convention secretariat with the United Nations, including the procedures
i ndicated therein for the provision of financial services in accordance with the
Fi nanci al Regul ations and Rules of the United Nations and the United Nations
staff Regulations and Rules with respect to the appointnment and accountability
of the head of the permanent secretariat,

Taking note also of the decision of the Conference of the Parties, on the
basis of the Secretary-Ceneral's offer, that the Convention secretariat should
be institutionally linked to the United Nations, while not being fully
integrated into the work programme and nmanagenent structure of any particul ar
departnent or programe,

Taking note further of the financial rules of the Conference of the
Parties, its subsidiary bodies and its permanent secretariat adopted at its

1 | CCD/ COP ( 1)/ CRP. 1.



A C. 2/52/L. 22
Engl i sh
Page 3

first session, whereby, inter alia, the Secretary-Ceneral is requested to
establish trust funds (general, supplenentary and special funds) for the
pur poses of the Convention, to be managed by the head of the Convention
secretariat, in accordance with duly del egated authority,

Taking note of the decision of the Conference of the Parties at its first
session that the General Assenbly be requested, bearing in nmnd the
institutional |inkage of the Convention secretariat to the United Nations and
the I arge nunber of States that are Parties to the Convention, to decide to
finance fromthe regul ar programe budget of the United Nations the conference-
servicing costs arising fromsessions of the Conference of the Parties and its
subsidiary bodies for the duration of the institutional |inkage,

Havi ng considered the report of the Secretary-General on the inplenmentation
of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 51/1802 in particul ar paragraph 15, relating to
any possible inplications arising fromthe report of the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on its first session

1. Takes note with appreciation of the reports of the Intergovernnental
Negotiating Commttee for the El aboration of an International Convention to
Conbat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa, on its tenth session, held in New York
from6 to 17 January 1997,% and its resuned tenth session, held at Geneva from
18 to 22 August 1997,% and the report of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on its first session

2. Approves the institutional |inkage between the Convention secretari at
and the United Nations, in accordance with the offer nmade by the Secretary-
Ceneral and as accepted by the Conference of the Parties at its first session;

3. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to review the functioning of the
institutional |inkage not later than 31 Decenber 2002, in consultation with the
Conference of the Parties, with a viewto maki ng such nodifications as may be
consi dered desirable by both parties, and to report thereon to the Cenera
Assenbl y;

4. Notes that the Conference of the Parties has decided to accept the
of fer of the CGovernment of Germany to host the Convention secretariat at Bonn
and expresses its appreciation for the support offered by the future host
CGovernment with respect to the relocation and effective functioning of the
Convention secretariat;

5. Expresses its appreciation to the Government of Switzerland, which
hosted the interimsecretariat, and to the Governnent of Canada and the
Government of Spain, which offered to host the Convention secretariat, and

2 A 52/ 549.
3 A/ 52/ 82.

4 A 52/ 82/ Add. 1.
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invites themto continue to support the permanent secretariat and to contribute
to the inplenentati on of the Convention

6. Wel cones the selection, by the Conference of the Parties at its first
session, of the International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent to house the
G obal Mechani sm and, in accordance with Conference decision 24, invites the
Fund, as the | ead organization, to cooperate fully with the United Nations
Devel opnent Progranmme and the World Bank

7. Al so wel comes the decision of the first Conference of the Parties to
select the International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent to house the d oba
Mechani smand to invite the United Nations Devel opnent Progranme to designate
t he head of the Mechani sm

8. Urges all Governments, regional econonic integration organizations,
i ntergovernment al organi zati ons, specialized agencies, funds, progranmes and
bodi es of the United Nations system and nmultilateral and bilateral financia
institutions, as well as non-governmental organizations and the private sector
to actively support the activities of the G obal Mechani smand to make vol untary
contributions as soon as possible through trust funds and/or simlar
arrangenents established for the functioning and activities of the d oba
Mechani smin order to ensure that it begins operating by 1 January 1998;

9. Notes with appreciation the contributions made thus far to the
ext rabudgetary funds established under the provisions of Assenbly resol ution
47/ 188 of 22 Decenber 1992, in particular the Trust Fund to support the interim
secretariat and the work of the Intergovernnental Negotiating Commttee, and the
Special Voluntary Fund to assist devel oping countries affected by
desertification and drought, in particular the | east devel oped countries, to
participate fully and effectively in the negotiating process and in the first
session of the Conference of Parties;

10. Decides that the head of the interimsecretariat, under the authority
of the Secretary-Ceneral, shall have the possibility of using the Special
Vol untary Fund, as appropriate, to assist devel oping countries affected by
desertification and drought, in particular the | east devel oped countries, to
participate fully and effectively in the second session of the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention

11. Decides also that the head of the interimsecretariat, under the
authority of the Secretary-Ceneral, shall have the possibility of using the
Trust Fund, as appropriate, to support also the participation of representatives
of non-governmental organizations of devel oping countries in the work of the
second session of the Conference of the Parties;

12. Renews its appeal to Governnents, regional economc integration
organi zati ons and other interested organizations, as well as to non-government al
organi zations and the private sector, to continue to contribute generously to
the two extrabudgetary funds nmentioned above for the transition period foll ow ng
the first session of the Conference of the Parties;
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13. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral, bearing in mnd the decision taken by
the Conference of the Parties at its first session

(a) To authorize the interimsecretariat established pursuant to Cenera
Assenbly resolution 47/188 to act as the secretariat for the transition period
following the first session of the Conference of the Parties until the permanent
secretariat designated by the Conference of the Parties begins operating at
Bonn, which should be not later than 31 Decenber 1998;

(b) To maintain the arrangenents within the current progranmme budget for
the interimsecretariat to support the Convention until the pernanent
secretariat begins operating and to nmaintain the arrangenments relating to
extrabudgetary funds;

14. Calls upon all countries that are not parties to the Convention to
take appropriate action for the ratification, acceptance, approval or accession
to the Convention;

15. Urges all States that are parties to the Convention to pay pronptly
and in full on the first nonth of each year, starting on 1 January 1999, the
contributions required for the core budget of the Convention envisaged in the
financial rules, so as to ensure continuity in the cash flow required to finance
t he ongoi ng work of the Conference of the Parties, the subsidiary bodies, the
per manent secretariat and the G obal Mechani sm

16. Calls upon all countries, in particular devel oped countries,
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and the private sector to contribute generously
to the Trust Fund and the Special Voluntary Fund established under the financial
rules in order to facilitate activities under the Convention and the
participation of representatives of non-governnental organizations of devel oping
countries in the sessions of the Conference of the Parties;

17. Decides to finance fromthe regul ar programe budget of the United
Nati ons the conference-servicing costs arising fromsessions of the Conference
of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies for the duration of the institutiona
I i nkage of the Convention secretariat to the United Nations;

18. Decides also to include in the cal endar of conferences and neetings
for 1998-1999 the sessions of the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary
bodi es envi saged for that biennium entailing eight weeks of conference-
servicing facilities;

19. Takes note of the transitional arrangement for adm nistrative support
to the Convention secretariat, outlined in the report of the Secretary-Cenera
on the inplementation of the General Assenbly resolution 51/180,2 with
particul ar reference to the inplications arising fromthe report of the
Conference of the Parties on its first session, which should facilitate the
establishment and rel ocation of the Convention secretariat and assist it in
addressing any initial financial and personnel problens that may be encountered
in this context;



A C. 2/52/L. 22
Engl i sh
Page 6

20. Takes note also of the financing arrangenents contained in
par agraphs 14 and 15 above, and requests the Secretary-General to review those
arrangenents towards the end of the biennium 1998-1999 and to report upon the
results of that review to the General Assenbly at its fifty-fourth session

21. Approves the decision of the Conference of the Parties to convene its
second session during the last quarter of 1998;

22. \Welconmes with appreciation the generous offer of the Governnent of
Senegal to host the second session of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention in Dakar;

23. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to bring the present resolution to the
attention of all Governnents, the relevant specialized agencies, funds and
programes of the United Nations system nmnultilateral and bilateral financial
institutions and other intergovernnental organizations, as well as to
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and the private sector

24, A so requests the Secretary-General to report to it, at its fifty-
third session, on the inplenentation of the present resol ution

25. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third
session the sub-itementitled "I nplenmentati on of the United Nati ons Convention
to Conbat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa"



