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Food and agricultural problems

The General Assembly,

Recalling  th- Declsrat x\ and the Programme of Action on +:+ Establishment of
a New Internatior, .I Economic Order, contained in its resolutis 3201 (S-VI) and
3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974, the Charter of Economic Rights and I uLres of States,
contained in its resolution 3281 (XXIX) @f 12 December 1974, resolution
3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on development and international economic
co-operation, ancl the International Development Strategy for the Third United
Nations Development Decade, contained in the annex to its reeolutlon  35/56  oi
5 December 19Sb,

Reaffirming the Universal Declaration on the Eradicat
Malnutrition, adopted by the World Food Conference, JJ

Stressing the imperative need to keep rood and agricu
centre of global attention,

ion of Hunger and

ltural  issues at the

_Reaffirmlnq  that food and agricultural problems  in &veloping cr::srtr  ies should
be considered in a comprehensive manner in their different dimensions  and in their
immediate, short-term and long-term perspectives,

* On beha” r of the States Members of the Unite<1  NO+ions  that are smbers o f
the Group of 77.

.I/ Report of the World Food Conference, Rome,- - . 5-16 November 1974 (united
Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.II.G.),  chap. I.
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Reaffirmin~also  the United Natlonfi  Programme of Action  for African Rconomic
Recovery and Development 1986-1990, 2/ in which the African countries (jnd the
internatiotal  community committed thcmselvea,  inter alia, to  qiv~ pr ior i ty
attention and increased r’eaourcefl  to the aehahilitation  and developmen’ of food and
agr icu 1 ture in Af r (ca ,

Noting with concern that the present agricultural trade Hituation,  marked tly
st.uctural  surplusea, qrowing  protectiontern, heavy eliheidtee  and diatorlions  in  the
use o f  resourcefr, is not in the interest  of developed and developing Countries,

Welcomrnq,  the commitment aqreed upon at the epectal ministerial  seenion  of the
ContrR-inq  Partiee to the General  Aqrtiement  on Tariffa  and Trade on fltan&;till nnd
rollb*sck,  which are applicabl?  to agricultural trade, and recoqnizinq that the new
round of multilateral trade ne,otiations, taking into account the general
principles governing those neqotiattonn,  inclufling,  inter nlia, the  principles  of
differential and more favourable treatment embodted in Part IV of the General
Agreement , as well  arr o’:her relevant provisions thereof, wil l  address aqricultural
trade issues, takinq into account that agreementa reached at an early i3taqe may he
implemented on a provisional  or definitive basin by aqreement prior to the fol m.*I
conclusion  o f  t h e  ) :gotiations,

Rmphaeizing  the important role that a reliable and increasinq rrupply of
aqr icultural inputs and manpower develw?: ,rt could play in  enahl inq food-deficit
developing countries,  111  particular, the least developed countries, to increase
domee:tc food production and thereby stimulate national economic growth and social
proqress i n  t h o s e  countries,  espec ia l ly  tn Af r i ca ,

Reaffirming that the right to food is a universal human riqht which Rhould be--_
guaranteed to all people and, in that context, believing in the general principle
thdt food should noi be used LIB an instrument of ,Tolitlcal  pteseure, either at the
n a t i o n a l  or  lnternatirnal  l eve l ,

Recalli  Fconomic  and Social Council resolution 1986/44  of 21 July 1986,- -
entitled “Countries atrfcken by deeertification and drouqht in Africa”,

Resffirminq  aleo that the maintenance of peace and security and the
strengthening of international co-operation in food and agr iculture are important
far improved economic condttions  and enhanced food security,

Recoqnizing  the positive efforts of developing countries to intensify reqional
and interregional  CO-<Jperat:rxI  to increaac their food and agricultural production
through RlJCh  measures as the harmonizatlon  of pricinq policies, the creation of
preferential trade mechanirrms  and the accelerated pranotion of regirxal  and
suhrrsqlonal  food strateqies,

21 General Asse.nbly  reoolutton  S-13/2.
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1. Welcomes the conclusions and recommendations, as adopted, contained fn___-
the report of the World Food Council on the work of its twelfth ministerial
fiessitm, held in Ram  from 16 tc 19 June 1986r 2/

2. __-I.Aff!rms  that increasing food production in developing countries will
signtflccrntly  contribute to the elimination of poverty and malnutrition and to the
nttatnment of self-reliance, and recanmenda that higher priority be qiven to food
productfon  in the national development policies of thoee countries and that the
agr icultural  sector be granted a larger part of resources devoted to economic and
hocia 1 dew1 cpment ;

3. Stresses the need to continue and to intensify the support for programmes
and policies for increasing food and agricultural production and raisin9
nutr iticnal  standards in developing oountr ies, in particular in Africa and the
least developed countries, and, in this context, urges the international communitYI
in particular the developed countries, to take further determined action  in support
of the efforts of developinq countries to increase the flow of resources, in
particular the concessions1  flow,  by, inter alia, increasing their contributions to
multi lateral  organizatiara~

4. ~hasizee in this context the particular need to increase the aid
ccmmitments to food and agriTulture  and for such assistance to be channelled
through existinq  orqanizaticne  and programmes;

5. Emphasizes also that the success  of efforts of developinq countries to
flolve their food and agricultural problems in immediate, medium-term and lmg-term
perspectives overwhelmingly depends on their economic growth, wl*tch, in turn,
requires an international climate favourable to development and calls for further
concrete international action towards that endI

6. IJrqes all Governments, organisations of the United Nations system, and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organixatlcne  to take effective action for
the rapid and full implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action for
African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-;990,  in which the inter stional
community recognised that the African countries needed additional external
resources and in that context committed itself to making every effort to provide
suffictent  resources  to support and supplement the efforts of the African countries
in achieving the growth and development of the food and agrtcultural  sector throuqh
the promotion of national and regional food strategies, particularly taking into
account the role that imp,-ovement in that sector could play in Africa’~  overall
development and taking into account the Four-Point Plan of Action endorsed in
September 1986 by the Fourteenth Reqional  Conference for Africa of the Food and
Agriculture Orqanization  of the United Nations;

21 Official  Records of the General  Asaembl&  Forty-first Session, Faement
No .  19  (A/41/19 ) .  __I--

- - .
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7. Stresses the urgent need to provide the International Developnent
Association with adeauate financial resource5 for its eighth general replenishment
in order- LO meet the ircreasinq  demand for as:slstance Fran that source, especially
for the development OK food and agriculture)

8. Appeals to the inte,‘national  community to contribute generouoly  to the
achievement of the target for World Food Programme pledges for the period
1987-1988, as se.t out in Gene :?l Assembly resolution 40/176  of 17 December 1985,
and urqes  the intzrrjtional community to fulfil the unmet Ed aid needs of the
African countries  affected by drought and famine)

9. Urges the international communit  r to qlve its full and endur inq Rupport
ted the International Fund for Agricult?ral  Development  by providinq it  with a f irm
financial  basis dnd, In this context, appeals for increased contributions  for the
implementation of the bpecial Programme for African Countr  lee Affected by Drought
and Deeeertification  of the Fund1

10. Appeals to donor countries to increaue, within and consistent with their
dt lelopment  assistance programmes, the provision of essential  agricultural inputs)

11. Takes note that views differed at the forty-first session of the General
Aesemhly on the issue of subsidies, other <arm support policies and trade barrier6
and thair distorting impact on internatiunal  aqricultural  trade, and requests the
Secretary-General to prepare, with the assistance of the World Food Council and a
comprehensive and analytical report on this aueaticn to be submitted to the General
Assembly at its forty-second session, through the l?conomic  and Social Council at
its second regular sessimr

12. Stresses the importance of accordinq  high priority by competent
international orqanizattons and aqencie2  to human resources development with a
focus on profeosional  training in agricultural production and research and rural
development, especial ly at the farm level;

13. Emphasises  the urgency of strengthening internattonal  co-operation in the
tit Id of transfer of agricultural technologies to developing countries and of
enhancing research so as to allow constant innovation and technological improvement
adaptable to cl imate, soil and agricultural systems, strengthening advisory
serviceo, and increasing support in this regard to facilitate free exchange of
information on experience and technology rela*ing  to food production, processing
and storage r

14. Encourages rffort:i  to increase small-farmer productivity and tc> optimise
employment possibilities in rural areas through adoption, where appropriate, of
labour -intensive  technologies r

15. Stresses the need for promoting co-ordinated international action to- - -
tackle the lonqer-term problems of migratory pest control, particularly in Africa.
and ~311s upon donors to continue to give high priority to the implementat ion and
co-ordination by the Food and Agriculture Organization  of the United Nations of
emergency control programmes aqainst  grasshoppers and locusts at present affecting
vast area.5 of Africa, ar.c*  to remain prepared to provide assistance  to affected
coullt. ie!i ilt short not ice, as necessary;

/ . . .
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16. supports tttie eetablinhment of effective early-Wrning  systems  and
national, subregional and regional  food security arrangements in developing
countries to ccmnbat  future food emergencieat

17. Urgen Governments to ent;ure and enhance the participation of wanen in the
formulntiun  and implementat ion of ,latLoral  food policies, plans and projecta, irk
view  Of the importance accorded to food and the acknoul  dged role of women farmers
in food production, marketing and family nutr itim and In view of the conaenaus
achieved in Nairobi on the Forward-looking Strategies for the Advanmment of
Women) A/

1R. Invites the World Food Council I- -

(a) To assess the impact of economic adjustment policies in developing
countries nn the nutrition levels of low-income groups and to suggest, where
necessary, remedial measures in this area, including ways to stimulate the
prMiaior> of resources to al leviate the allfferlngs of these grOWs8

(b)  To assess the impact of t,ade-distorting  agricultural policies on the
agricultural development  of all countries and suggest remedial measures, where
necessary;

(c) To maintain an active interest in the progress and outcome of the
negotiations on agricultural and trade issues in the new round of nwrltilateral
trade negotiationsi

(d) To assist in accelerating the promotion of regional and subregional food
strategies by st imulat ing v igorous fol low-up action with all  parties concerned in
order to implement the conclusions and recommendations reached at the regional and
interregional consultations organizcd by the World Food Council in 19861

(e) TO stimulate progiress  in and contribute actively to the implementation of
food policy and programme ctmponents  of the United Natione Programme of Action Of
African Economic Recovery and Llevelopnent  1986-1990,  particularly in increasing
food production and reducing hunger, and to assist African Governments to implement
the mutually agreed food-sector pr ioritiee  through concrete and accelerated
assistance in support  af food etrategies and policies.

-----

/ Report  of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of
the United Nations Decade far Women: muality, Development and Peace, Nairobi,-me
15-26 July 1985 (A/03NF.116/28/Rcv.1),  chap. I, fleet. A.


