
  

South-South High-level Conference on Science and Technology of the Group of 77, Dubai, 

United Arab Emirates, 27 – 30 October 2002 

 

- The Dubai Declaration for the Promotion of Science and Technology in the South 

 

We, the Participants at the Group of 77 South-South High-Level Conference on Science 
and Technology,  

 

Pursuant to the decision of the Havana Programme of Action adopted by the first South 

Summit of the Group of 77, held in Havana, Cuba, from 10-14 April 2000,    

 

Deeply concerned that the prevailing and growing knowledge gap between the North and 

the South contributes to the marginalization of many developing countries and the significant 

segment of humankind already afflicted by poverty,   

 

Aware that the disparity between the developed and developing countries, in their 

respective capacities and implementation, has emerged as a major problem,  

 

Affirm and seek to strengthen the role of the United Nations in mainstreaming the 

positive benefits of science and technology for the developing countries, 

 

Committed to work towards the promotion of the development of science and technology 

by increasing the allocation of resources to that end, developing appropriate institutional 

frameworks and promoting technology through advanced and quality education,     

 

Having assembled at a High-level Conference on Science and Technology of the Group 

of 77 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from 27-30 October 2002, to formulate a new vision and a 

global strategy for the promotion of science and technology in the South,   

  

Hereby, adopt the Dubai Declaration as a practical platform for the promotion of science 

and technology among the Member States of the Group of 77:   

 

1. We reaffirm our commitment to the implementation of the specific actions at the national 

and international levels contained in the Havana Programme of Action. These include, 

inter alia, the promotion and development of knowledge and technology in the South; to 

encourage the institutions of the South to launch further initiatives to promote knowledge 

and technology in developing countries; to harness the potential of human resources, 

including expatriates, from the South for the benefit of developing countries; to address 

the challenges associated with brain drain; to create an enduring international 

environment to ensure the South’s access to knowledge and technology; and to promote 

the central role of the United Nations in removing different barriers faced by the South in 

the acquisition of knowledge and technology;  

 

2. We emphasize with deep concern the disparities between the developed and developing 

world in their capacity to produce scientific and technological knowledge in support of 

social and economic development.  In this context, we welcome the initiative of the 

United Arab Emirates in UNESCO to launch a South–South Solidarity Programme in the 

Field of Education, aimed at assisting developing countries to use and benefit from the 

South’s potential in the field of education; reduce illiteracy; and improve education for 

all.  We call upon Member States of the Group of 77 , other countries and agencies to 



  

formulate a strategy to ensure that sufficient resources are available in developing 

countries for science education at secondary and tertiary levels;   

 

3. We express our profound concern at the persistence and prevalence of the scourge of 

poverty on a global scale and also at the inadequate, intangible results of existing poverty 

alleviation and eradication strategies. Cognizant of the pernicious impact of poverty on 

scientific and technological progress and social and economic development of nations, 

particularly in developing societies, we call for the abolition of poverty as a strategic 

objective and priority of governments and scientific communities;  

 

4. We consider that more attention and new and additional resources should be devoted by 

the international community to developing countries’ concerns, and uses of scientific 

knowledge appropriate to, and to the direct benefit of, the developing world. The 

Conference calls for greater recognition of the special needs of developing countries in 

science and technology. The Conference advocates greater understanding, consideration 

and cooperation among Member States and other countries for the different needs and 

priorities of developing countries in respect of new technologies;  

 

5. We call for further attention and resources to be devoted to traditional knowledge, its 

promotion, enrichment, advancement and mechanisms for its protection, and the sharing 

of benefits arising from its use;   

 

6. We recognize the significant obstacles to science and technology in developing countries, 

including, inter alia, lack or inadequacy of resources, infrastructure and institutions, 

gender imbalance in Science and Technology, lack of trained personnel, prohibitive costs 

of acquiring knowledge and technology, and barriers to the transfer of knowledge, 

personnel and technologies from developed to developing countries. The Conference 

calls for tangible steps to address these obstacles and facilitate the transfer of resources to 

enhance domestic capacity building in developing economies;  

 

7. Recalling paragraphs 42, 43 and 44 of the Declaration adopted by the Twenty-sixth 

Annual Meeting of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Group of 77, held in New York 

on 19 September 2002, we firmly reject the imposition of laws and regulations with 

extraterritorial impact and all other forms of coercive economic measures, including 

unilateral sanctions against developing countries that affect scientific and technological 

programmes, for peaceful purposes, of the Member States of the Group of 77; 

 

8. We acknowledge the significant role that the institutional members of the Trieste-based 

system have played in the promotion of science and technology capacity building in the 

developing world and in the advancement of South-South cooperation through the 

fostering of scientific networks. In this context, we call upon the Member States of the 

Group of 77 to consider supporting such programmes in the future; 

   

9. We emphasize the importance and support the role of UNCTAD and the United Nations 

Commission on Science and Technology for Development in promoting science and 

technology transfer and development in developing countries; 

   

10. We acknowledge that access to clean water and proper sanitation is central to health and 

quality of life and is a prime responsibility of the public sector. Science and technology 

can play a key role in access, management and sustainable use of water. All necessary 

actions, using science-based and effective technological solutions, should be taken to 



  

support national, regional and international programmes to provide clean water and 

improved sanitation to communities and households including: 

 

(a) Improvements in water treatment, reticulation, use and re-use, taking into account, 

where applicable, traditional methods and knowledge; 

 

(b) Integrated water resource management approaches for sustainable use, including the 

protection of groundwater resources, including minimising impacts of fertilizer use, 

industrial pollution; 

 

(c) Novel methods of harvesting, storing and recycling, including innovation to reduce 

costs of desalination; 

 

(d) Effective sanitation processes; and 

 

(e) Effective use of primary, secondary and tertiary education on water and sanitation.  

 

11. We recognize the importance and tremendous potential that biotechnology and related 

industries offer for poverty eradication, technological progress, industrial development 

and health improvement. We call on Member States of the Group of 77 to invest 

resources into the development of the vast genetic resources in their countries. 

Traditional and indigenous use of these resources should also be documented and 

research activities carried out to upgrade them. Members are called upon to note and 

respond to public and ethical concerns in the application of some aspects of 

biotechnology, and therefore, public awareness, regulations and legislation on bio-safety 

are of great importance; 

 

12. We call for the identification, documentation and networking of institutions and 

individuals who have made significant progress in the field of biotechnology, particularly 

in medical, agricultural, forestry, animal, fisheries, marine and environmental 

biotechnology. Funding institutions such as development banks should support these 

institutions with funds for research, collaborative programs and networking. International 

institutions such as FAO, UNCTAD, UNDP, UNESCO and others are called upon to 

increase their support to biotechnology programs in the Member States of the Group of 

77; 

 

13. We recognize that Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has the potential 

to transform economic and social conditions and accelerate the alleviation of poverty and 

that concerted efforts are necessary to narrow the digital divide, within and between 

nations, actions at all levels are required to: 

 

a) Establish suitable standards and frameworks to support developing countries; 

b) Accelerate the provision of core ICT infrastructure, increased access and reduced 

costs nationally and regionally; 

c) Increase connectivity and physical access to ICT infrastructure, including the 

development and use of low cost hardware devices and software, especially open 

source; 

d) Accelerate and intensify the provision of content and services for the public 

good, including e-government, health, education, agriculture, science and 

technology, culture and the arts; 



  

e) Strengthen and enlarge programmes in developing countries for human 

resources, skills and knowledge in ICT;  

f) Work towards a harmonized G-77 position for and active engagement in the 

World Summit on Information Society, which will be held in two phases: in 

Geneva in 2003 and in Tunis in 2005; 

g) International institutions such as ITU, UNDP, and others are called upon to 

increase their support to ICT programs in the Member States of the Group of 77. 

 

14. We reaffirm our full and unwavering support and commitment to scientific and 

technological cooperation among developing countries under the Havana Programme of 

Action and reiterate our commitment to the spirit of South-South cooperation among the 

Member States of the Group of 77. Some countries in the South have developed 

significant expertise in biotechnology, information technology, and water and sanitation 

technologies. We therefore call for the exchange of scientific experiences and of 

technologies with a view to intensifying cooperation and delivering real benefits among 

developing countries, using new and existing mechanisms to the full; 

 

15. We call upon the Member States of the Group of 77 members of WTO to work towards 

the recognition that the intellectual property system should respond to the development 

needs of the developing countries and become more supportive of their science and 

technological objectives; 

 

16. We also call for the establishment of a South-South network, linking research & 

development (R&D) institutions and other centers of excellence to enhance the South’s 

efforts in setting up strategic programmes of R&D, particularly for the development of 

vaccines, drugs and diagnostics for the prevention and cure of major communicable 

diseases in the South, such as malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS; 

 

17. We invite the Chairman of the Group of 77 in New York, in collaboration with the 

Chairmen of the Chapters of the Group of 77, as required, to initiate or undertake 

consultations for the implementation of the following decisions of the South Summit, and 

to report on the results of his consultations to the forthcoming Annual Meeting of the 

Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Group of 77 in September 2003: 

 

a) Establishment of a Trust Fund for the promotion of knowledge and technology in 

the South. To this end, governments, the private sector, foundations and other 

organizations are encouraged to provide seed money for the Fund;  

 

b) Establishment of a consortium of knowledge and technology, comprising 

representatives from the governments, the private sector and other relevant 

organizations, which should meet on a regular basis in order to promote joint 

ventures in the South in the field of science and technology; and 

 

c) Establishment of the Award of the Group of 77 for Science and Technology, in 

order to recognize and honor individual scientists from developing countries who 

have made outstanding scientific contributions of the highest international quality. 

 

18. We call for an effective implementation of this Declaration and invite the Chairman of 

the Group of 77 in New York and the concerned Chapters to put in place the necessary 

practical modalities for the follow-up of the Dubai Conference outcome in close 

coordination with the relevant United Nations bodies and agencies, and through:  



  

 

a) Setting up of three virtual working groups on ICT, biotechnology and clean 

water, with a view to implementing the provisions of the Declaration; and 

b) Development of an Internet-based communication mechanism among G-77 

resource persons and institutions to reduce costs and to enhance the work of the 

Group of 77.  

 

     19. We call for high-level meetings of the Group of 77 on science and technology, modeled on 

the Dubai Conference, to be held on a regular basis in order to give consideration to emerging 

issues and to receive reports of the working groups referred to above. 

 



  

 

- The Dubai Declaration of the Scientists of the Developing World on Science and 

Technology for Peace and Development 

 

We, the scientists of the developing countries, having assembled in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 

for the first High-Level Conference on Science and Technology, organized by the Group of 77, as 

decided by the historic Havana South Summit, hereby subscribe to the following Declaration on 

Science and Technology for Peace and Development:  

 

We emphasize that more than ever the world has become more interdependent than before. 

However, the persistence of endemic poverty and deprivation in the South constitutes a potential 

threat to the security and prosperity of the world. At the same time, we recognize that scientific 

knowledge and technological developments become key to economic and social development, 

and therefore, not only influence all aspects of human endeavors but are also crucial conditions 

for global peace and stability;  

 

As the world witnesses a profound and dynamic revolution of knowledge and technology, we 

recognize this movement as a crucial contribution to the economic growth and the socio-

economic development of our countries. We note that the prevailing gap between the North and 

the South in the scientific and technological field is still growing, and that the process of rapid 

accumulation of knowledge and technologies has not reached the hundreds of millions of people 

who continue to live in absolute poverty;  

 

We also recognize that information technology constitutes one of the pillars of technological 

revolution and represents one of the most powerful development tools of our time. We firmly 

believe that we need to take full advantage to use science and technology for peace and 

development and to ensure that its benefits reach our peoples, as the future of the South depends 

on the inclusion of information technology in its economic and social development programmes. 

In this context, we underline the need to establish global knowledge partnerships that encourage 

developed countries to provide developing countries with the necessary assistance;  

 

We call for the adoption of the appropriate measures to overcome the technological gap between 

the developing and industrialized countries and to work towards arrangements that facilitate the 

process of technology transfer. While our countries are committed to promoting the development 

of science and technology, we urge the developed countries to facilitate the transfer of 

technology, easing the costs and collateral conditions that presently stand in its way;  

 

While we believe it is urgent to enhance our access to global information networks and to 

improve the benefits derived therefrom, we also emphasize the need to preserve our national and 

regional diversity of traditions, identities, languages and cultures which may be affected by the 

globalization process, and to achieve a connection to contemporary international information and 

knowledge that does not entail sacrificing our national and cultural identities;  

 

While recognizing the resource constraints faced by the developing countries and the competing 

demands from other sectors, we call on the Governments of the Group of 77 to increase funding 

for education, science and technology. In particular, we call on our Governments to make a 

commitment to raise the level of funding on science and technology research and development to 

at least 2.5% of the Gross National Product (GNP) by the year 2010;     

 

We pledge to work to overcome the scourges of underdevelopment, poverty, hunger, illiteracy, 

disease and debt. Although we recognize that this is primarily the responsibility of our own 



  

countries, we urge the international community to adopt urgent and resolute actions to assist in 

overcoming these plagues, and to establish international economic relations based on justice and 

equity;  

 

In this context, we are deeply concerned that international cooperation for development has been 

downplayed on the agenda of the international community, including the United Nations system. 

We therefore call on the international community to give priority to the development agenda of 

developing countries and adopt urgent measures to overcome the obstacles to their development 

objectives;  

 

Reiterating that war and violence divert valuable resources from scientific and technological 

progress, we express our active solidarity with the scientific and research community from the 

North that expressed its opposition to any unilateral action against any nation, including Iraq, and 

stress the urgent need to resolve all disputes through dialogue and peaceful means;  

 

We remain gravely concerned over the grave deterioration of the economic and social conditions 

of the Palestinian people, which has negatively affected their development and access to 

education, science and technology. We call for the immediate cessation of all inhumane practices, 

including collective punishments, hampering the access to basic and high education to the 

Palestinian people;    

 

 We reaffirm the right of peoples to exploit their natural resources, including water resources, to 

serve the economic and social needs of their populations, and reject the use of force or the threat 

of use of force, in order to prevent peoples from exploiting their natural resources according to 

the international law and customs;   

 

We express our deep concern for the recent political instability in several of our countries, 

generated by destabilizing forces, and stress that the imposition of pressure, be it internal or 

external, diverts our resources and energies from the development priorities as well as from 

knowledge and technology progress. We are firmly convinced that only dialogue among all social 

sectors and peaceful means can resolve political unrest. In this context, we express our solidarity 

to the strengthening of the consolidation of peace and democracy in all countries of the Group of 

77;       

 

We welcome the adoption by our Member States of the Dubai Declaration on South-South 

Cooperation in Science and Technology, and call on the establishment of the appropriate 

mechanisms for its implementation and follow-up.  

 

 

 


