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CEREMONY FOR THE PRESENTATION OF THE DECLARATI ON AND PLAN OF ACTI ON
ADOPTED BY WORLD LEADERS AT THE WORLD SUW T FOR CHI LDREN

ctober 1990 from the Permanent_ Representative of
nited Nations addressed_to the Secretary-General

Letter date
Bolivia to_

[rr o%

4.0
e U

he 1

| have the honour ta transmt herewith the declaration of the Mnisters for
Foreign Affairs of the nenber States of the Goup of 77 adopted on 3 October 1990
on the occasion of their fourteenth annual meeting, held at United Nations
Headquarters in NowYork (see annex).

On behalf of the Goup of 77, | would highly appreciate if you would arrange
for the presentletter and its annex to be circulated as an official docunent of

e Ceneral Assenbly under agenda items 12, 23, 35, 40, 79, 80, 82, 83, 84, 86, 90,
lv8, 148 and 151.

(Signed) Anmbassador Hugo NAVAJAS- MOGRO
Per manent Representative of Bolivia
to the United Nations
Chai rman of the G oup of 77
New Yor k
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DECLARATION O' THE M N STERS FOR FOREIGN AFFAI RS
OF THE GROUP OF 77

1. The M nisters for Foreign Affairs of the Group of 77 held
their fourteenth annual neeting on 3 QOctober 1990 in New York.

2. The Mnisters were pleased to wel come the unity of both
;?arts of Yemen and wi shed them success in their new statehood.
hey al so requested the international comunity toassist the
newy united country in the promotion of its secir-economic
structures for the prosperity of its people.

3. The Mnisters wel comed the independence of Nam bi a and noted
that this would contribute tothe emergence ofabetter climte
for peace and security in Sout hern Africa, The M nisters

expressed their satisfaction atthe adm ssion of Namibia as t he
128th member of the Group of 77.

4. The Ministers reiterated t he princi pl es and objectives set
forth i n the Caracas Decl aration adopted in 1989, onthe occasion
of thatwenty-fifth anniversary of the creation ofthr Group,

i ncl udi ng the pending recommendations. regardingits ,
organizational effectiveness. These principles and objectives
remain valid and should be assiduously pursued and inplenented.

8. The Mnisters emphasized the inportance ofcarrylng forward
t he consensus enbodied in the Declaration oninternationa

econom ¢ co-\cl)\Feratl on, in particular the revitalization oft he
econoric growth _and devel o%rrent_ oft he devel opi ng countri es,
adopt ed bgthe EIT%ht eenth Speci al Sessionof the General Assenbly
on1 May 1990. | S agreement constitutes a step towarda
renewed Nor t h- Sout h dialogue on key areas of international
co-operation for devel oprant. While recognizing the par anount

| nportance ofthe political wll and commtnent ofall countries
to guarantee the inplenmentation ofthe Declaration, they stressed
that thiswill require full andeffective use of the Urdited
Nations system. T0 thiseffect,broad-rangi ng measures,
including @ XM Mhx*K«M review mechani sms, shoul d be considered at

t he forty-fittdrsessi on of the CGeneral Assenbly inits

consi deration of anitementitled "Implementation oft he
commitments and policies of international devel opment
co-operation agreed upon in the Declaration on |nternational
Econom ¢ Co-\f\)f)era ion, in particular the Revitalization of _
Economic Gowh and Devel opment of the Devel oping Countries”, in
accordance W t h resol uti on 1990/54 adopted byt he Econom ¢ and
Social Council at its second regular session.” The Mnisters
likevise emphasized that al|l countries shoul d inplenent the

Decl aration through national policies and enhanced international
cooperation ained at the reactivation of economic growth and
devel opnent of devel oping countri es.
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6. The Ministers eXFE)ressedthel_r strong hope that the

Decl aration and thePl an of Action ~dopted by the Heads of State
or Governnent at the World Sunmt for Children on30 September 1990
would be urgsntly and fully inplenented.

1. The Mnisters noted that after sevenyearsof sustained
growh in the devel oped countriesand maj or adjustnent efforts in
many devel oping countries, the stagnation and decline in nuch of
t he” devel oping world continued in 1989 andthe first part of
1990. In this connection, the Mnisters underlined the

| nportance of adopti n%; and i npl enmenting the International

Devel opment Strategy for the Fourth wnited Nations Devel opment

Decade asa primary instrument to overcome the stalemate of the
1980s.

8. The Ministershi ghlighted the inportance ofsol ving soci al
probl ens in devel oping countries as anecessarycondition for the
revitalizstion of econom c growthand devel opnent ofthose
countrins. They noted that the ultimte goal of economic

devel opnent is the elimnation of all factors which prevent
social and econom c advancenent ofall human beings. Therefore,
steps should be taken to improve the human condition and to
maximizethe full potential ofall membersof the society,

I ncl udi ng women and youth, inthose countries through the

| mpl enentation of donestic/national and international policies
directed towards the eradication of poverty and hunger,

| nprovenent in the quality of humanresources by pronoting
education and training, increased enploynent opportunities and
hi gher labor productivity in both rural” and urban areas,hi gher
| evel s of nutrition andimproved heal th, housing, as well as
other soci al services. The Mnisters particularly stressed that
measures shoul d be taken to counteract the negative effects of
t he econom c conditions which prevailed during t he past decade
whi ch had madei nevi tabl e i n many cases the enforcement of
structural adjustnent programmeswhi ch particularly affected the
vul nerabl e groups of peopl e.

9. The M nisters reiterated the view t hat al t hough devel opment
Is primarily a responsibili t?/ of the devel oping countries
t hemsel ves, "in an increasingly interdependent world, it also
depends on a tavorable i ntérnati onal economic environment. They
noted t hat interdependence affects countries differently, that
'S, 1N accordance W t h their capacity and rel ati ve i npact on the
wor | d economyand that it caneither reinforce the economc

ol icies gar devel opnent of the devel oping countries orcounter
hem and cause their failure. This posesnewrisks and _
chal | enges to newdevelopment strategi es fordevel opi ng countries
and makes a strong case for international co-operation for
Jevelopment. They further stressed the need for strengthening
mul tilateral macroeconom c surveillance ainmed at the correction
of maj or economic: nd financial inbalances within the world
econony. In a¢ on, they emphasized that the increasing
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internationalization of the world economyrequired anequitable
and effective mechanism ofnmul ti| at eral macroeconomic polic
coordi nation which should allow for greater ﬁart|0|pat|on 0
devel opi ng countries and take into acsount their needs and
concerns.

10. The Mnistars took note of the %rofound econom ¢ and _
political changes taking place in the Eastern Europeancountries
and expressed their hope that the dynamc I ntegration ofthose
countries into the world economyw |l |ead to ndbre comerci al
opportunities and investnent fl'ows to devel oping countries. They
enphasi zed that the new devel opnents in East-West relations
shoul d be closely nonitored toguardagai nst further _

mar gi nal i zation Of the developingcountries, particularly in
trade and transfer oftechnology orthe danger ofreduced
availability of resources fort he ‘devel opnent of the devel opi n?
countries and the erosion ofthe benefit for debtrelief recenfly
secured by some of them In this regard, the M nisters wel conmed
t he decision taken bythe United Nations Econom c and Social .
Council at the initiative ofthe Groupof 77 to convenea Speci al
Ministerial Meeting of the Council in 1991 devotedt o "the i npact
ofthe recent evolution of East-West relationson the worl d
econony, in particular oneconomc growh anddevel opnent of
devel oping countries® to beheld in Geneva on 4-S July 1991.

They noted thatthis event, the first _ofits kind, deserves
careful preparationby the G oup of 77 and therefore cal | ed upon
t he devel opi ng country members Of the Council aswallas
observerst 0 be represented atthis neeting atthe mnisterial
level, to ensure the presentation of the views ofthe devel oping
counfries at the highest |evel.

11.  The Ministers stressed thatthe Uruguay Round provides a
unique opportunity topromotea truly open, credible, dynamc and
durable multilateral trading system 'Reiterating the need for a
successful and bal anced outcome of t ho Round whi ch shoul d pronote
inparticular the devel opmental aspirations of developing
countries, they enphasi zed thatthisopportunity must be seized
by the international communityi n orderto generatea new
consensus, within the United Nations system on all aspects of

i nternati onal economic co-opera%ion inthe field oftrade and
devel opment.  This consensus shoul d promote both benefits for all
| ts Member States and opportunities for a nmeani ngful

partici pati on ofdsvol OEI ng countries in theinternational
economy. Purthermore, they notedt hat the preval ant novenent
towards 1 nt egrati on of new econom ¢ bl ocs in Europe and el sewhere
shoul d be directed towards greater openness of the worl d markets
and shoul d redound to the penegit of all countries. They further
stressed that this process should not, in any way, add to t he

t endency t owar ds unilateralism, bilateralism ‘and 0t her forms of
protectionism and discrimnation, which already seriousl ?/
restrict access of exports from devel oping countries to the
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mar ket s of devel oped countries, inpedingthe revitalization of
their economc growth and devel opnent.

12. The Mnisters enphasized that the external indebtedness of
devel oping countries remains amajor hindrance to economc growh
and devel opment.  They further stressedthat in order to achieve
abroad and durable solution tothe debtproblem pronpt,

I nnovative and anpl e neasures should be taken to significantly
reduce the stock and service of alltypes of debt ofall

cat egori es of debtor devel opi ng countries and to prevent the
proliferation of the problem of indebtedness. O herw se, the
great efforts nade so far by the governments ofthese countries
to resume vigorous econom c growh and sustained devel opnent, and
to avoid political instability and social turmoil will prove
unfruitful. In this connection, the Ministers reiterated the
need forconsidering the establishment of anadvisory conmmttee
on debt and devel opnent, aswel| as apossibility ofestablishing
anlpaeanatlonal debt facility within the nultilateral financial
institutions.

13.  The Mnisters enphasized the critical role ofconcessiona
external resources for the devel opnent of the devel oping
countries. They called upon the devel oped countries to redouble
their effortsto i nplement their undertakings to attain the
agreed | nt ernati onal targe* of devoting 0.7% ofgross nati onal
product to official devel opnent assistance. They also urged the
dgyeloped countries to enhancethe quantity andquality oftheir
ai d.

14,  The Ministers noted that, in the | ast decade, the sharp
decline in the fl ow ofresources to dsvrloping countries, their
severe external indebtedness, deterioration in their terns of
trade, depressed international commodity prices, and continued
protectioni smandother trade nmeasures taken by the devel oped
countries, both individually and collectively, "have resulted in a
substantial net transfer of resourcesfrom devel oping countries.
They further noted that this transfer is rapidly increasing and
has becomethe main obstacle to resuned_econon1c(?romﬁh and
development asWel| asto political stability of devel oping
countries. They stressed that urgent and inmediate neasurés are
required to halt and reverse this phenomenon.

1. Ths Mnisters urged devel oped countries to take concrete
actions ainmed at inproving the accessto their markets for itens
of export interest to devel oping countries. The Mnisters
stressed that the trade policy Teforns being undertaken by
devel opi ng countries woul d be trustrated unless the developed
countries took positive structural adjustnent neasures providing
| arger export possibilities to devsloping countries.

16. The Mnisters noted the persisting comodity problens caused
by the continued deterioration in the ternms of trade which had
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resulted in further reduction in export earnings ofdevel oping
countries, andin Africa in particular. The efforts ofthese
countries to diversify the comodity sector need to be supported.

17 The Ministers emphasized t he i nportance of achieving.
adequate | evel s of industrialization in developing countries as
one ofthe main waysto assurethe reactivation oftheir economc
growmth and devel opnent. The Mnisters also pointed out the
necessity of properly aSS|st|n|g the different stages cf
industrialization in all developing regions, mainly through the
strengthening ofindustrial infra-structures, the modernization
of production capabilities, andtho inprovement of training
techniques. Atthe same time, in selecting patterns of

I ndustrialization, the developingcountries should take into
account the possibilities of %eneratl ng -amployment, human
resource developnent andthe ability to |ncorﬁorate_ new and
emerging technologies, Inthis connection, the Mnisters urged
that “devel oped countries, as well as internati onal organizations,
shoul d support t he efforts made by devel opi ng countries to
improvet hei r | evel s ofindustrialization byproviding sufficient
financial resources, and opening the domestic markets of

developed countries to manufactured exports com ng from

devel oping countries.

18.  The Mnisters stressed that the devel opnent ana enhancenent
of _.endogenous capacities ofdevel opi n(f:1 countries in thefields of
sci ence andtechnol ogy are crucial for the economic growth and
devel opment of those countries. Effective nodalities for

uni npeded access to and transfer of t echnol ogy, particularly on
concessional and preferential ternms, to developing countries must
be set up. Miltilateral and bilateral cooperation schemus,

i ncluding joint programes of research and devel opnent, should be
strengthened or initrated. The intellectual propertyrights
system shoul d not be used to create gurthsr constrai nts on access
to t echnol ogy and transfer of t echnol ogy to develeoping countri es.
Therefore, any new regime of i ntel | ectual propertyrights should
take i nt 0 account the devel opnental concerns ofdevel opi ng
countries andtheir increased needto have an uni npeded access to
foreign t echnol ogi es. The Mnisters expressed their strong
concernover multilateral andunilateral neasures adopted bythe
devel oped countries thathinder the free flow of technology to

t he developing countries. Such measurses reinfcrcet he restricted
access to technology, in particular ofthe new and emerging ones,
and contribute to deepening the gap between industrialized and
devel oping nations. They are contraryto theprinciples of free
trade and inconsistent with the purpose ofpromoting devel opment
in the devel opi ng countriesand making the world econony nore
efticisnt and nore conpetitive,

19. The Mnisters reaffirmedtheir conviction that there is, at
resent, morethan ever before, a pressing need fora gl obal
ramework of rules and principles ained at pronoting the access




A/45/584
Engl i sh
Page a

to,di ffusion, and transfer of technology at fair and equitable
terms andconditions, both at the intergovernmental and inter-
enterprise levels. Therefore, the Mnisters reiterated their

Wi | [ ingness toresume negotiations on an international code of
conduct on the transfer oftechnology and were of the view that
the United Nations Conference on an International Codeof Conduct
on tQﬁ Transfer of Technol ogy should be reconvened as early as
possi bl e.

20.. The Mnisters reiterated the special inportance of food and
agriculture in the devel opnent ofthe devel opi Nng countries. They
further noted that food and agricultural production in, devel oping
countries should expand to create a basis for more rapid
industrialization and diversification of their economc
structures, to redress growine | mbal ances in world production and
enabl e themto become nore self-reliant in the production ot
thair basic foodstuffs. The Mnisters also stressed that in
ordert o achi eve that goal, the main exporting devel oped
countries shall avoi d adverse effects on the econonies of the
devel opi ng countries while formulating and implementing their
donmestic agricultural policies and reverse the disquieting rise
In protectionism, |nclud!nP export subsidies, taking into account
the need to provide special and differential treatment for
devel oping countries, con5|der;nP their food security objectives
and the need to avoid potentially adverse effectson their
countries, specially the net food ’Inporting ones,

21. The Ministers stressed t hat the continued expansi on of
illicit production, consunption and trafficking of narcotic drugs
and psychotropic substances requires the adoption of urgent
measures by the international comunity. Those measures shoul d

I nclude drastic reduction and eventual "elimnation of demand in
the main consuner centers acconpani ed bycropsubstitution
Pro?rannes and neasures to strengthen international co-operation
o facilitate trade flows and creation of expanded opportunities
for trade, i nvestment, in order to Provyde access to
international markets for cropsubstitution products and ot her
goods produced bycountries aifected by illicit production and
processing of narcotic drugs and for further strengthening their
international capacity to produce exportable goods. They further
stressed thatthe financial and banking systens should be
prevented from money | aundrring activities of capital flows
stemmng fro8illicCit traffic in drugs, and effectiveacti on nust
be taken to inpede the diversion of raw naterials and other
specific chemcals to the illegal manufacture of narcotic drugs.
They also called forthe international community to take into
account the problems oftransit countries and of those engaged in
licit production. 1Inthis regard, the Ministers endorsed tne
Political Declaration and called for the full inplenentation of
the G obal Programme of Action adopted by tie seventeenth speci al
session of the General Assenbly, devoted to the question of
International co-operation against illicit production, supply,
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demand, trafficking and distribution of narcotic drugs and
psychotropi ¢ substances.

22. The Ministersreaffirmed their commtnent to the _
strenathening of i nternational co-operation for the protection
and enhancenent of the environnent.  Accordi n?IC?/, the devel opnent
dipension in its relation to environment should be of high
priority. Therefore, a supportive international econom ¢
environnent for the developing countries is essential. Mreover,
devel opnent requires co-ordinated efforts in the North and South,
In accordance with the capabilities o each country, with a view
to pronoting better standards of living which are not harnful to
the environment. The Ministers notedt hat, since the nmain cause
of the deterioration ofthe environnent is the unsustainable
Patter ns of production and consunption of devel oped countries,
hey have the main responsibility toconbat world pol | ution;
therefore, those countries should increase their andeavorein
order to help devel oping countries in theireffortsto deal wth
their own environnental problems, nmany of which originate from
and have stronglinks to poverty. The M nisters re-emphasized
the inportance of international “co-operation to provide the
devel ORI ng countries with new and additional financial resourcess,
as we3l as ensured access to, andtransfer ofenvironnental |y
sound technol ogi es onconcessional and non-commerci al terms
wi t hout inposing any formsofconditionality. In this context,
t hey stressed that negotiations on any convention, upbrella
agréenment orinstrunment on environnent Should include these
provisions from the outset. Underno circunstances, should
envi ronnent al considerations be usedto justify theinposition of
any formof restrictions which adversely affect the developin
countries. The Mnisters stressedthat the success of the 1992
Uni t ed Nations conterence on Envi ronnment and Development Wil |
depend on the strict and full conpliance by thedeveloped
countries W th the commitments agreed upon on those issues in
CGeneral Assenbly resol ution 44/228. The Ministers agreed to
convene a preparatory m ni steri al mesting of the Group of 77
%I’el or to the United Nations Conference on Environment and

vel opnent in 1992, as recommended by t he Ninth Conference of
Heads ofstateOr Government oft hs Movenment of Non-aligned
countries hold from4=7September 1989.

23. TheMinistersreaffirmedthe pri nci pl es of universality,
multilateralism, vol untary/grant nature, neutrality,
nonconditionality and flexfbility i n neeti ng the technical
cooperation requiTenents of devel oping countries. The Mnisters
pointed to the inportance of neeting Increasing resource needs of
devel oping countries in regard to the operational activities for
devel opnent.  The M nistersS stressed that the way to achiave this
objective is through substantial and urgent increase in real
terns ofthe overall |evel of resourceS foroperational
activities for devel opnment of the United Nations systemon a
continuous, predictable and assured basis, bearing in mnd the
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speci al need for provi di ng jrant resourcesto progranmes and
projects in low-income countries, particularly t he LDCs. 'TheY
enphasi sed that resources of United Nations system operationa
activities should be utilized forprojects and programmes of
devel oping countries only. They further stressedthat the

devel opi ng countries should assune full responsibility for the
execution of projects funded by the United Nations systemin
order toensure that they aremanagedin anintegrated manner, to
strengthen national capacCities andto ensure the long-term
sustarnability and w de inpact of projectsin the devel opnent
process. In this connection, greater flexibility should be

al | oned the devel oping countries in their selection of executing
entities. Mreover, “~he Ministers emphasized thatths devel OEI ng
countries have the sol e reaponsibility for the programming o
operational activities in accordance with their national plans,
objectives and strategies for developnent. In this regard, the
Mnisters stressed the need forthe full inplenmentation of
CGeneral Assenbly resol ution 44/211.

24,  The Mnisters noted that the supplyofenergyis vital to
the acceleration ¢ growth and devel opnent of the devel oping
countries. In t*-- connection, theinternational conmunity
shoul d expl ore ways ana neans of ervercoming the adverse effects
of energy price fluctuations on devel oping countries. The
Ministers al so stressed t he necessity ofdeveloping and utilizing
new and renewabl e sources ofenergyto effective ?/ address the
energy probl ens of ail the countries, particularly those of t he
developi ng countries, inaccordance wi th the fundanment al

obj ective of the Nairobi Programme of Action.

25.  The Mnisters welcomed the establishment of the secretariat
and the Special Fund e¢ the International Decade for Nat ural

Di saster Reduction and called upon menber States of the United
Nat i ons and menber countries to makegsnsrous contributions to
this Fund, to allow the secretariat to attain the objectives
assi gned to the Decade.

26, The Ministers reaffirmed the special needs and
vulnerabilitiea of t he Least Devel oped Countries andcall ed for
continued and specific attention ofthe international community,
inparticular wth regardto commtments on OM.  debt reduction
and market access. The Ministers expressed their deep concern
over t hs unabated devel opnent crisis in the Least Devel oped
Countries. Theynotedthat during the decadeof 1980s the most
form dabl e structural handi caps of LbDcs conbined with
unfavourabl e external constraints to devel opnent contll nu%d to
seriously impede t heir socio-econom c devel opnent. nthis
context, "the Xinisters took note of the positive outcones ofthe
Second United Natiuns Conference ONn Least Developed Countri es
held in Paris from 3to14 september 1990 which adopted a new
programre ofaction identifying the areasfor national efforts
and specific international “support measures required to help the
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Lbcs. The Mnisters expressed their firmconviction that the

i nternational comunity would continue to pa%oserlpus attention
to the special needs ofthe Least Devel oped Countries fully
|nP[enEnt|ng the comm tnent undertaken in the new programme of
ac

lon with regard, anong others, to ODA,debtreduction, narket
access and commoditi es.

271. The Mnisters reiterated the need to address the specific
probl enms and needs of |and-|ocked devel opi ng countries,
particularly with regard toreducing the costs oftheir access to
andfromthe seaand world narkets, Tnproving the quality,
efficiency and reliability of transport facilities, diversifyin
their economes and increasing financial resources and technica
cooperation to pronote the above-nmentioned activities. In this
context, the Mnisters stressed the need andinportance of co-
operation between |and-1ocked and transit devel oping countri es.

28.  The Ministers noted that the specific problens of island
devel oping countries and the $JOMAng i nci dence of natural
disasters retarded their growh and devel opnent and increased
their susceptibility to economc inpulses fromthe gl obal _
economc environment. The need for the international conmmunity,
particularly the donor countries and the United Nations systemto

address the specific problens of tieisland devel oping countries
was t herefore enphasized

29. The Mnisters stressed that despite efforts undertaken by
devel oping. countries to pronote economc¢ and technical
co- oper ati on anong themselves, the objectives setforth by the
Caracas Programre of Action on Ecpc needed to be further pursued
and acconplished. In this context, they called upon the donor
countries as well as United Nations organizations in all their
Progrannﬁs to extend their support to these efforts to strengthen
he col | ective sufficiency of the devel oping countries.

30. The Mnisters expressed their appreciation to the South
Conmi ssion on the conclusion of its work. The Ministers took
note of the reportentitled “Challenge to the south® ofthe South

Conmi ssion and agreed to bring the report to the attention ofthe
forty-fifthseassion oft he General Assenbly.

31.  The wuinisters noted wi th graveconcern thatthe Arab
territories in Palestine, Syrian Golan and parts of southern
Lebanon arestill under Israeli occupation which deprives their
people oftheir [and and the sovereignty overtheir natural
resources, thus inpeding their economc ‘and social devel opnent.

In this context, the Ministers affirmed the urgent need to see
the termnation of this occupation

32.  The Ministers cal |l ed upon the international community to
adopt urgent and effective measures in order toelimnate the
use of coercive neasures, which have been on the rise and have
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taken newforms, including blockades, enbargoes, and the freezing
of assets of doveloping countri es whi ch havo not been authorized
by the conpetent organs of the United Nations.

33. The Mnisters viewed UNCTAD VIII, to be held in Latin
Anerica in 1991, as an inportant opportunity toagree on PO|ICI es
and measures in the foregoing areas, wth thé objective of
accelerating the growh and devel opnent of developing countries
and thus contributing to ahealth%, secure and equitable world
econony. They expressedt he hope that UNCTADVIII 'woul d advance
understanding, action and co-operation in those areas and also
result in astrengthened rol e forUNCTAD. They |opked forward to
concerting their efforts towards these ends at their regu[ar
mnisterial meeting in preparation forthe Conference




