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The Opening Ceremony- Dubai Conference

In accordance with the recommendation of the South Summit in Havana, more than 70 del-
egations and over 150 scientists and researchers from the develaping countries gathered in Dubai,
27-30 October 2002, United Arab Emirates, in the first ever High-level Conference on Science and
Technology, under the gegis of the Group of 77. The Conference unanimously adopted a Declara-
tion, known as the Dubai Decleration on the Promotion of Science and Technology in the South.




: rom 27-30 October 2002, the
dynamic city of Dubai, United
. Arab Emirates, hosted a landmark
event in the history of the Group of 77.
During four days, ministerial and high level
delegations from more than 70 countries and
over 150 scientists and researchers from the

developing world gathered in Dubai for the

first ever High-level Conference on Science
and Technology.

This major event was organized under the
auspices of the Group of 77 in New York, in
collaboration with the Group’s Paris
Chapter, currently chaired by the United
Arab Emirates, as well as with Dubai
Municipality. The convening of the
Conference is the result of a
recommendation of the Havana Plan of
Action, adopted by the Heads of State and
Government of the Group of 77 at the South
Summit, held in Cuba in April 2000. The
Conference also benefited from a large
mobilization of scientists and researchers
from the developing world through the
generous network of the Third World
Academy of Science (TWAS), based in
Trieste, Italy.

Held under the patronage of His Highness
Sheikh Hamdan Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Deputy Ruler of Dubai, Minister of Finance
and Industry and Chairman of Dubai
Municipality, the Conference elected His
Excellency Ambassador Hussein Ghubash
as President. Mr, Ghubash is Chairman of
the Paris Chapter of the Group of 77 and
Permanent Delegate of the United Arab
Emirates to UNESCO.

Throughout their exchanges of views,
participants discussed reports submitted by
various Linited Nations agencies, including
the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU), the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the

United Nations Development Programme
{UNDP}. and the United Nations Economic
and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA),

Delegations noted with concern the
growing scientific and technological gap
between developed and developing countries
two years after the adoption of the Havana
Programme of Action. However, it was also
recognized that existing knowledge
capacities and facilities in the South should
be used in a more sustainable, systematic,
and efficient manner and in this context
South-South cooperation encouragec
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The four-day Conference culminated with
the unanimous adoption of a Declaration on
the Promotion of Science and Technology in
the South, known as the Dubai Declaration.

The Declaration called on developing
countries to use their own resources to
bridge the gap between North and South in
science and technology and to develop more
creative ways of using science and
technology to fight poverty. In this context,
it reaffirmed the strong commitment of the
134 Member States of the Group of 77 to the
implementation of the principles and
recommendations of the historic South
Summit, and expresses with great concern




the disparities between the North and the
South in their capacity to produce scientific
and technological knowledge in support of
social and economic development.

The Conference also considered that new
and additional resources should be devoted
by the international community for science
and technology in the South, and calls for
greater recognition of the special needs of
the developing countries in these areas,
bearing in mind their significant obstacles,
including lack of or inadegquacy of
resources, infrastructures, and institutions.

The Conference identified several ways to
strengthen the seientific and technological
base of developing countries, including the
creation of & Trust Fund for the promotion
of knowledge and technology in the South.
Developing countries also agreed to look
into the establishment of & consortium of
knowledge and

pressure, be it internal or external, diverts
resources and energies from the
development priorities as well as from
knowledge and technology progress.

In a press conference following the
closing ceremony, the President of the
Conference, Ambassador Ghubash

welcomed the unanimous adoption of the
Dubai Declaration as a historic platform for
a renewed South-South cooperation in
science and mi‘mﬂ ogy. He stated that the

on smmaﬁa msmb In this context, he
warned against a growing threat of scientific
and technological marginalization of the
developing world, making the enjoyment of
their benefits limited to some few,
Ambassador Ghubash pointed out that the
continuous exodus of sciemific brainpower
towards the rich countries of the Morth not

only harms the mmtrm of the South but

technology comprising
representatives from

also denies them the
opportunity to develop a

iy, s strong scientific sector.
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The scientific and research community added.
gathered in Dubai subscribed to a The Chairman of the Group of 77 and
Declaration of Scientists of the Developing Permanent Representative of Venezuela to
World on Science and Technology for Peace the United Nations, Ambassador Milos

and Development that calls for the
Governments of the Group of 77 to increase
the funding level for science and research
technology and development to at least 2.5%
of the Gross National Product (GNP} by the
year 2010, The scientists also expressed
their concern for the recent political
instability in several of the countries of the
Group of 77, generated by destabilizing
forces, and stressed that the imposition of

Alcalay said that the Dubai Conference was
a turning point in the smgmanfng of

South-South cooperation in Semnw and
technology. 1t showed the capa

Group of 77 to embrace Ww and
renovation for the great benefit of its
original principles, He indicated that he
intends to set up a high-level advisory group
to work on the implementing mechanisms

called for by the Conference,
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RAN DUBAL. ..

ubai is an unforgetable experience for any visitor. With {ts state-of-the art

technology, its glass skyscrapers, and its joie de vivre, Dubai was the ideal

choive for holding the very first High-level Conference on Science and
Technology, placed under the aegis of the Group of 77 and generously hosted by -
the Government of the United Arab Emirates and the Dubai Municipality.

At the outset, and on behalf of the Group of 77, I would like to reiterate
my most sincere and warmest thanks to all involved in the successful preparations
and orgemization of the Dubai Conference, especially to His Highness Sheikh
Hamdan Bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai, Minister of Finance and Industry of the
United Arab Emirates and President of Dubai Municipality. Special thaoks ge to my friend, Ambassador
Hussein Ghubash for his leadership and valuable support in making this Conference 4 turning point
event, My appreciation is also directed to the United Nations agencies, including UNDP, ITU, UNESCO,
BSCW A, and UNCTAD a5 well 28 to the Third World Academy of Science {TWAS), for their valuable
coatribution, And last but not least, 1 thank Mr, Moursd Ahmia Executive Secretary of the Group of 77
and his team of the Executive Secretariat of the Group of 77, whose efforts have made the Conference o
sutcess,

Fzrst of all, Dubai wis tasked with an important challenge: to promete a new vision for
hening South-South cooperation in science and technology. That is what made Dubai so
pmmlm the massive participation not only of Governments, but also of scientists and researchers,
working hapd in hand towards the achievement of this noble goal.

The Declaration of the South Summmit of Havana emphasized that, more than ever, rapid
suientific and technological progress is a crucial condition for the establishment of economic growth and
social well-being, In this context, scientific and technolegical accomplishmients should harmonize with
the New Humanitarian Ovrder, proposed by the President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venszuels, His
Excellency Hugo Chavez Frias, based on the principles of solidarity, international social justice, and
peace.

Knowledge and technology therefore become central to the emergence of the society of the 217
centiry. The scientific and technological revolution should be put at the seevice of the noble causes of
poverty eradication, sustainable development, capacity building, empowerment of our populations and
local communities, and strengthening sound snd well-informed decision-making processes. Knowledge
and technology should make 2 tangible difference in the lives of hundreds of millions of people around
the giabe and help fulfill the goals of the United Nations Millennium Declaration, and bridge the
growing gap between the North and the South.

The outcome of Dubai is 2 landmark one in the strengthening of the South-South cooperation. It
provides us, the developing countries, with a unigue framework to orient the actions of our leaders and
~ scientists towards a common strategy for the prometion of science and technology in our nations, We
must act now to meet the challenges ahead as we have demonsitrated our vapacity to embrace progress
and innovation for the bettermient of the life of aur citizens,

Once Again, Shukran Dubai !

AMBASSADOR MILOS ALCALAY
Permanent Representative of The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the United Nations
Chairman of the Group of 77, New York Chapter




“THE EXODUS OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE
FROM THE SOUTH MUST STOP”

& ubai is a particular city, at the crossroads of several continents, of East and

B West, of modernity and tradition. All over the years, it has become a vibrant
. business center and the most promising centers of science and technology in
me: Arab world. By convening a High-level Conference on Science snd Technology,
the developing world has fust shown the capacity of our nations to embrace progress
and o adjust o nowadays realities and challenges.

At a time when we struggle to forge a new relationship between science,
man, development, and his realization of justice and progress, whereby science embraces a system of
values that caters for the concerns of humankind, the future of our countries depends heavily on scientific
research as the key to the creation of knowledge and achievement of progress. Yet, it is not disconcerting at
a time when the barriers of distance, time, and place are being dissolved that humankind has never been so
divided by economic disparities, digital gap, and the variable fortunes of peace and security, [t is saddening
to note that the process of accumulation of vast amounts of knowledge and achievement of scientific
hreakthroughs has not been acecompanied by similar progress in the moral and political domains.

The daily and growing threat of the scientific and technolegical marginalization of the South
makes it vital that our nations place science and technology at the top of our agenda, This means that we
need to address the issues of knowledge and openness 1o global research system as a matter of priority for
our national programmes in the context of a renewed South-South cooperation.

The continuous exodus of scientific brainpower towards the rich countries of the North not only
greatly harms the countries of the South, by depriving them of resources, but also denies them the
opportunity to develop a strong scientific sector for the future. The wide scale of this problem gives it all
the appearance of a new form of colonial competition in which the developing countries are being robbed
of their scientists, inventors, and development leaders. More than 20,000 scientific and technical experts in
various specialties are lost to Africa slone each year when they take up jobs in laboratories and resenrch
institutions in Europe and the United States. The statistics show that in the Arab region, over one million
highly skilled professionals work outside their countries of origin,

This brain drain must be stopped #s a matter of emergency. To this end, we need to set aside and
spend more resources in science and technology and to create the necessary conditions to help us retain
these vatuable skills. We all have the duty to overcome three major challenges, namely to overcome the
problem of the knowledge gap between the North and the Seuth; to answer the guestion of how science
could be enlisted in the service of sustainable development; and to establish harmonicus rules between man
and his environment,

i knowledge is power, it is also freedom. Today, knowledge remains in the hands of the powerful.
The knowledge we are striving for is one that grants us to escape from the prison of dependency, ignorance,
disease, and hunger, and to protect our future generations, cultures, and nations.

AMBASS4DOR HUSSEIN GHUBASH
Pesmanent Delegate of the United Arab Emirates 5o UNESCO
Chairman of the Group of 77, Parls Chapter
President of the Dubai Conference




DUBAI DECLARATION FOR THE PROMOTION OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN THE SOUTH

Following are excerpts from the
Declaration on the Promaotion of Science
and Technology in the South,
unanimously adopted in Dubai on 30
October 2002:

We, the Participants at the Group of 77
South-Seuth High-Level Conference on
Science and Technology,

Pursuant to the decision of the Havana
Programme of Action adopted by the
first South Summit of the Group of 77,
held in Havana, Cuba,
from 10-14 April 2000;

Committed to work towards the
promotion of the development of science
and technology by increasing the
allocation of resources to that end,
developing appropriate institutional
frameworks and promoting technology
through advanced and quality education;

Having assembled at a High-level
Conference on Science and Technology
of the Group of 77 in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates, from 27-30 October
2002, to formulate a new vision and a
global strategy for the
promaotion of science and
technology in the South;

Deeply concerned that the
prevailing and growing
 knowledge gap between | Hereby, adopt the Dubai

the North and the South | Declaration as a practical

contributes to the platform for the promotion

marginalization of many of science and technology

developing countries and . among the Member States of

the significant segment of the Group of 77:

humankind already

afflicted by poverty: We reaffirm our commitment
Bagher Asadi. Chairman 10 the implementation of the

Aware that the disparity of the Drafting Commitice specific actions at the

between the developed and developing
countries, in their respective capacities
and implementation, has emerged as a

major problem;

Affirm and seek to strengthen the role of
the United Nations in mainstreaming the
positive benefits of science and

technology for the developing countries;

national and intemational levels
contained in the Havana Programme of
Action. These include, inter alia, the
promotion and development of
knowledge and technology in the South;
to encourage the institutions of the South
to launch further initiatives to promote
knowledge and technology in developing
countries; to hamess the potential of




human resources, including expatriates,
from the South for the benefit of
developing countries; to address the
challenges associated with brain drain;
to create an enduring interational
environment to ensure the South's
access to knowledge and technology;
and to promote the central role of the
United Nations in removing different

recognition of the special needs of
developing countries in science and
tac}mm&gy The Conference advocates
greater understanding, consideration and
mﬂ;}eratmn among Member States and
other countries for the different needs
and priorities of developing countries in
respect of new technologies; we call for
further attention and resources to be

barriers faced by the South in the devoted to traditional knowledge, its
acquisition of knowledge and promation, enrichment, advancement
technology. ; and mechanisms for its protection, and
the sharing of benefits arising from its
We emphasize with use;
deep concern the
disparities between - @%ﬁﬁ?@ < Si?gg@g We recognize the
the developed and “g@ f" significant obstacles
developing world in & % to science and
their capacity to f@ %ﬁ technology in
produce scientific 5= 2 developing countries,
and technological i {  including, inter alia,
knowledge in oa imk or inadequacy of
support of social 2 :
and economic ?}j& nfrastructur
development, In % — § msmumns; gender
this context, we %’g | %%%% imbalance in Science
welcome the "% Emipgtae T and Technology, lack
initiative of the o of trained personnel,
United Arab prohibitive costs of
Emirates in UNESCO to launch a acquiring knowledge and technology,
South-South Solidarity Programme in and barriers to the transfer of

the Field of Education aimed at assisting
developing countries to use and benefit
from the South’s potential in the field of
education; reduce illiteracy; and improve
education for all. We call upon Member
States of the Group of 77, other
countries and agencies to formulate a
strategy to ensure that sufficient
resources are available in developing
countries for science education at
secondary and tertiary levels,

The Conference calls for greater

knowledge, personnel and technologies
from developed to developing countries.

Some countries in the South have
developed significant expertise in
biotechnology, information technology,
and water and sanitation technologies.
We therefore call for the exchange of
seientific experiences and of
techuologies with a view to intensifying
cooperation and delivering real benefits
among developing countries, using new
and existing mechanisms to the full;




We also call for the establishment of a
South-South network, linking research &
development (R&D) institutions and
other centers of excellence to enhance
the South’s efforts in setting up strategic
programmes of R&D, particularly for the
development of vaccines, drugs and
diagnostics for the prevention and cure
of major communicable diseases in the
South, such as malaria, tuberculosis and
HIV/AIDS;

We invite the Chairman of the Group of
77 in New York, in collaboration with
the Chairmen of the Chapters of the
Group of 77, as required, to initiate or
undertake consultations for the
implementation of the following
decisions of the South Summit, and to
report on the results of his consultations
to the forthcoming Annual Meeting of
the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the
Group of 77 in September 2003:

a) Establishment of a Trust Fund for the
promotion of knowledge and technology
in the South. To this end, governments,
the private sector, foundations and other
organizations are encouraged to provide
seed money for the Fund;

b) Establishment of a consortium of
knowledge and technology, comprising
representatives from the governments,
the private sector and other relevant
organizations, which should meet ona
regular basis in order to promote joint
ventures in the South in the field of
science and technology; and

¢) Establishment of the Award of the
Group of 77 for Science

UAE dignitanies at the spening session

and Technology, in order to recognize
and honor individual scientists from
developing countries who have made
outstanding scientific contributions of
the highest international quality.

We call for an effective implementation
of this Declaration and invite the
Chairman of the Group of 77 in New
York and the concerned Chapters to put
in place the necessary practical
modalities for the follow-up of the Dubai
Conference outcome in close
coordination with the relevant United
Nations bodies and agencies, and
through:

a) Setting up of three virtual working
groups on ICT, biotechnology and clean
water, with a view to implementing the
provisions of the Declaration; and

b) Development of an Internet-based
communication mechanism among G-77
resource persons and institutions to
reduce costs and to enhance the work of
the Group of 77,




heid three substantive workshops on crswtal fopics for the development of the Soath,

q 3 the largest ever gashering of scientists and researchers from the developing world, the Dubai Conference

However, speakers agreed infrastructure in the South,
on the barriers and and encouraged them to
obstacles that hamper the allocate at least 2,5% of
: o T optimal use of ICT"s in the their Gross National
Under the chairmanship of South, including the limited | Product (GNP) for research
 Professor Tarcisio Della and high cost of the and development.
S@m {Bmg;i}, fmm %he’_ telecommunications International organizations,
United Nations Uﬂi@ﬁj’&i?y, infrastructure; the lack of especially the United
the workshop on ICT's human resource capacities Nations system, should also
cansidered a series of in both basic and advanced support these initiatives,
documysismn fisisope skills, exacerbated by the
prepared by United Nations | prain drain; the insufficient
bodies and other agencics, Government funding for The workshop on
including the United _ _ Biotechnology, chaired by
Nations Conference on Professar K E.’M gt
Trade and Development Director of th: Zero *
iwcm‘ﬂ)* ﬂ‘? : Emissions Research
Ercnamia s Social | Initiative of the University
Contméssiug of W cater | of Namibia, considered
Asia @WW“}* the the report s::zhmiued by
Iniernahional UNCTAD and recognized
Telecommunications 6k rrendon
Union (ITU), and the impmmce and potential
World Bank, 7 % P that biotechnology offers
g pening Leremon)- Luta Comerence | for poverty eradication,
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2 limited cooperation among industrial development of
as the acceleration of the So LA e Sith
polarization between the - Southern : :
North and the South, The scientific community i !
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national development goals aimed at supporting W '
and be a booster Ror  the innovative initiatives for the To protect their biodiversity
development process. development of ICT wealth, Governments must




put in place legislation
based upon the Bonn
guidelines on access to
bio-resources. They must
also invest into basic and
applied research to
hamess their biodiversity
wealth using
biotechnology, to create
economic benefits.
“Traditional and
indigenous knowledge
must be documented and
developed into economic
gains and Governments
must invest into the
research and
development
infrastructure, providing
the institutional
framework to encourage
good research and
development to be
carried out within their
countries”, the speakers
said.

Many institutions within
the G-77 countries enjoy
a worldwide recognition
in various aspects of
biotechnology, including
medical, agricultural,
biotechnology. They now
need to be identified as
forestry, animal,
fisheries, marine and
environmental registrar
together with their
scientists developed.
Networking between
South institutions should

be encouraged, including
transfer of technology.
Funding institutions, such
as the Islamic
Development Bank and
the regional development
banks, should support the
development of these
institutions through the
provision of funds for
research, collaborative
programs, and
networking. International
institutions such as
UNDP, UNESCQ, FAQ,
and other institutions
should increase their
support to biotechnology
programs in the G-77
countries.

Nevertheless, while the
G-77 countries recognize
the potential of
biotechnology, they also
admit the potential

dangers of some aspects

of biotechnology, such as
genetically modified
organisms and other
contentious areas of
biotechnology. In this
respect, Governments
must also ratify the
Cartagena Protocol on
Bio-safety and institute
laws on Bio-safety.

Under the chairmanship
of Professor C.N.R. Rao
from the Nehru Center

for Advanced Scientific
Research in India, Vital
participants exchanged
views on the vital topic
of access to safe drinking
water.

Noting that three out of
four people on the planet
do not have access to safe
drinking water,
participants stressed the
importance that nations
muake efforts to provide
potable water to each and
every citizen within the
next 10 years.
Technologies are now in
place for making water
both potable and safe
within the fourfold path
of securing new sources
of water; saving and
redistributing its supplies;
reducing the demand for
water; and recycling
water.

The scientists called on
the member States of the
Group of 77 to make safe
drinking water available
to all their people, They
also called upon them to
adopt tried and tested
conumunity practices and
available technologies
towards this goal, in
addition to intensify their
efforts to devise new and
cost-effective
technologies for the
purification of water.




ﬁUBM DECLARATION OF SCIENTISTS OF THE DEVELOPING WORLD

ON SCIENCE AN

{ /¢, the scientists of the
\/ developing countries, having

assembled in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates, for the first High-Level
Conference on Science aud Technology,
organized by the Group of 77, as decided
by the historic Havana South Sumimit,
hereby subscribe to the following
Declatation on Science and Technology
for Peace and Dievelopment:

We emphasize that more than ever the
world has become more interdependent
than before. However, the persistence of
endemic poverty and deprivation in the
South constitutes a potential threat to the
security and prosperity of the world. At
the same time, we recognize that scientific
knowledge and technological
developments become key to economic
and social development, and therefore,
not only influence all aspects of human
endeavors but are also crucial conditions
for global peace and stabilicy;

As the world witnesses a profound and
dynamic revolution of knowledge and
technology, we recognize this movement
as a crucial contribution to the economic
growth and the socio-economic
development of our countries. We note
that the prevailing gap between the North
and the South in the scientific ami
technological field is still prowing
that the process of rapid aecmmuimm of
knowledge and technologies has not
reached the hundreds of millions of
people who continue to live in absolute
povertys

We also recopnize that information
technology constitutes one of the pillars

T’EﬁﬁN{}LOﬁY FOR PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT

of technological revolution and represents
one of the most powerful development
tools of our time. We firmly believe that
we need to take full advantage to use
science and technology for peace and
development and to ensure that its
benefits reach our peoples, as the future
of the South depends on the inclusion of
information technology in its economic
and social development programmes. In
this context, we underline the need to
establish global knowledge partnerships
that encourage developed countties to
provide developing countries with the
necessary assistance;

We call for the adoption of the
approptiate measures to overcome the
technological gap between the developing
and industrialized countries and to work
towards arrangements that facihitate the

process of technology tansfer. While our
countries are committed to promoting the
development of science and technology,
we urge the developed countries to
facilitate the transfer of technalogy, easing
the costs and collateral conditions that
presently stand in its way;

‘While we believe it is usgent to enbance
our access to global information networks
and to tmprove the benefits derived there
from, we also emphasize the need to
preserve our national and regional
diversity of traditions, identities, languages
and culrures which may be affected by the
globalization process, and to achieve a
connection to contemporary international
nformation and knowledge that does not
entail sacrificing our national and cultural
identities;

10




While recognizing the resource
constraints faced by the developing
counitries and the competing demands
from other sectors, we call on the
Govemnments of the Group of 77 to
increase funding for education, science,
and technology. In particular, we call on
our Governments to make a commitment
to taise the level of funding on Science
and technology research and development
to at least 2.5% of the Gross Natipnal
Product (GNP) by the year 2010;

We pledge to work ta overcome the
scourges of underdevelopment, poverty,
hunger, illiteracy, disease, and debt,
Although we recognize that this is
primarily the responsibility of our own
countries, we urge the international
community to adopt utgent and resolute
actions to assist in overcoming these
plagues, and to establish international
economic relations based on justice and
equity;

In this context, we are deeply
concerned that international cooperation
for development has been downplayed on
the agenda of the international
community, including the United Nations
system. We therefore call the international
community to give priotity to the
development agenda of developing
countries and adopt urgent measures to
overcome the obstacles to their
development objectives;

Reiterating that war and violence divert
valuable resources from scientific and
technological progress, we eXpress our
active solidarity with the scientific and
research community from the North that
expressed its opposition to any unilateral
action against any nation, including Iraq,
and stress the urgent need to resolve all
disputes through dialogue and peaceful

means;

11

We remain gravely concerned over the
grave deterioration of the economic and
social conditions of the Palestinian people,
which has negatively affected their
::iwelapmgm and access to education,
science, and technology. We call for the
immediate cessation of all inhumane
practices, including collective
punishments, hampering the access to
bagic and high education to the Palestinian
people;

We reaffirm the right of peoples to

exploit their natural resources, including

water resoutces, 1o serve the economic
and social needs of their populations, and
reject the use of force or the threat of use
of force, in order to prevent peoples from
exploiting their natural resources
according to the international law and
CUSIOMS;

We exptess our deep concem for the
recent political instability in several of our
countries, gencrated by destabilizing
forces, and stress that the imposition of
pressure be it internal or external, divert
our resources and energies from the
development priorities as well as from
knewledge and technology progress, We
are firmly convinced that only dialogue
among all social sectors and peaceful
means can resolve political unrest. In this
context, we express our solidarity to the
strengthening of the consolidation of
peace and democracy in all countries of
the Gmup of 77;

We welcome the sdoption by our
Member States of the Dubai Declaration
on South-South Cooperation in Science
and Technology, and call on the
establishtment of the apptoptiate
mechanisms for its implementation and
follow-up.
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| G-77 Liaison O ffice (Rome C hapter)
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