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Mr. Chairman,

1 I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Group of 77 and China on Agenda Item 145, entitled
"Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of United Nations peacekeeping
operations".

Mr. Chairman,

2 The Group of 77 and China appreciates the presentation by Mr. Jun Yamazaki, Assistant
Secretary-General, Office of Programme Planning, Budgets and Accounts, and Controller of the
document A/64/220, regarding the implementation of General Assembly resolutions 55/235 and
55/236.

Mr. Chairman,

3 At the outset, the Group stresses that we regard peacekeeping operations as an important
function of the United Nations. We therefore emphasize that all peacekeeping operations should be
provided with all the necessary resources in order to carry out their activities.

4 In this context, the Group of 77 and China wishes to share with this Committee the decision that
was adopted in its Ministerial Declaration of 25 September 2009:

"The Ministers affirmed that the current principles and guidelines for the apportionment of the
expenses of peacekeeping operations approved by the General Assembly in its relevant
resolutions should constitute a basis for any discussion on the peacekeeping scale. In this regard,
the Ministers stressed that the peacekeeping scale must clearly reflect the special responsibilities
of the permanent members of the Security Council for the maintenance of peace and security. The
Ministers also recalled that the economically less developed countries have limited capacity to
contribute towards the budgets of peacekeeping operations. In this context, the Ministers
emphasized that any discussion on the system of discounts applied to the peacekeeping scale
should take into account the conditions of developing countries whose current positions must not
be negatively affected."

Mr Chairman,

5 The Group therefore considers it of the utmost importance to reaffirm the principles that underlay
the financing of the peacekeeping operations as contained in General Assembly resolutions 1874
(S-IV) of 27 June 1963, 3101  (XXVIII) of 11 December 1973 and 55/235 of 30 January 2001.

6 In this context, the special responsibilities of the Permanent Members of the Security Council for
the maintenance of peace and security should be borne in mind in the decisions regarding the



financing of peacekeeping operations.

7 In addition, it cannot be overstated that there is a clear difference between developed and
developing countries in connection with their respective capacities, when it comes to contributing to
the budgets of peacekeeping operations.

8 Furthermore, special consideration should be given to the Least Developed Countries (LDCs)
and to the situation of those Member States - most of them from our Group - that are at the
epicenter of peacekeeping operations.

Mr. Chairman

9 The Group recalls that the current system of discounts as applied to the peacekeeping scale was
created in order to facilitate evaluation of the individual capacities of Member States to contribute to
the budgets of peacekeeping operations.

10 The Group expresses deep concern, however, that the automatic application of the current
system of discounts has resulted in a situation whereby developing countries can be artificially
classified in the developed world category, Level B, and forced to relinquish the totality of their
discounts. This was the case for two Small Island Developing States (SIDS). We believe that this is
a violation of the principle, which has been reaffirmed several times, that developing countries have
limited capacities to contribute to the already heavy expenditures of peacekeeping operations. We
therefore emphasize that these anomalies need to be corrected in order to have a fair and just
distribution of the levels of discounts.

11 In this regard, the Group of 77 and China is of the view that no developing country should be
classified above Level C. As such, we propose that the necessary corrective actions to the system
of discounts should be adopted now so that it can be applied in future preparations of the
peacekeeping scale.

Mr. Chairman,

12 The Group wishes to reaffirm its position that the full and timely payments by Member States of
their assessed contributions to the budgets of peacekeeping operations are a collective
responsibility of all. We stand ready to assume our obligations emanating from a fair and just
system of discounts, one that take fully into account all the principles that govern the apportionment
of the expenses of the Organisation for peacekeeping operations.

Mr. Chairman,

13 The Group of 77 and China wishes to emphasize that any negotiations on this item must be
conducted in an open, inclusive and transparent manner and which upholds the legitimacy and
competency of the Fifth Committee as the sole Main Committee of the General Assembly entrusted
with responsibilities for administrative, financial and budgetary matters.

14 We reiterate our strong opposition to decision-making on this item in small group configurations,
as well as to the imposition of any conditionalities in the negotiations. We affirm the unity and
solidarity of all our Members on this item and we stand ready to engage in a constructive dialogue
with all our Partners on this important issue.

I thank you, Mr Chairman.


